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The mood of the moment: 

WINDING DOWN 
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Now that 2020 is drawing to a close, it's impossible not 
to reflect on what a confused and frustrating year it has 
been - and to hope that 2021 will bring greater stability. 
But, in the meanwhile, there are Christmas pleasures to 
revel in and precious time out to rest and reboot. 
This issue is full of simple, beautiful ideas to help you do 
that. It was made with stress-relief in mind, so you'll find 
meaningful gifts to give, foliage decorations to make on 
a slow day and, of course, comforting food to cook and 
share. My time as editor is also drawing to a close, so 
this is my sign-off and the next lucky incumbent will be 
introducing the January issue. To be honest, I don't 
know if I'm craving new challenges or just having some 
kind of midlife crisis, but either way it feels like a time to 
be fearless 1 Merry Christmas to you and yours... 

VmefWK 




P.S. Have you found us on Instagram , yet? 

Follow @countryhomesmag to get a sneak peek at beautiful homes and the 
inside track on interiors-industry news, events and people. No influencers, just 
a gentle slice of idyllic country life to give you a little escapism every day... 








BHH 


Creating a wonderland 
scene with Scandi-inspired 
festive decorations. 

Christmas tree, £275; rattan 
tree ring, £95; handblown 
glass baubles, £12.50 for six; 
berry garland, £7.50; dried 
flower baubles, £12.50 for four, 
faux allium sprays, £35 for two; 
floral glass decorations, £18.50 
for six; wrapping paper, £13.50 
a roll; ribbon, £9.50 a roll; 
wreath, £14.50, all Cox & Cox 
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COUNTRY DAYS 



1 Adding to the Christmas china collection with charming 
newbies. Tree charger plate, £3, Matalan 2 Serving-up a heavenly 
gateau with a cheerful helper! Atliere Stella cake stand, £36, 
Anthropologie 3 Extra-magical gatherings with customisable 
table dressings. Festive wreath menu, £17.50 for 10, Jade Fisher at 
Papier 4 Setting the tone for decadent dining with a luxurious 
special-occasion cloth. Floral hand-block Italian linen tablecloth 
in Ivory and Gold, from £249, Rebecca Udall 



Raiding the garden 
for a gloriously 
verdant table display. 

Suffolk rectangular dining 
table, from £865; Suffolk 
painted chairs, from £235 
each; Isla stocking, £30, 
all Neptune 



An enchanting, pre- 
Raphaelite style heirloom 
that casts an ambient 


glow... Fleirloom angel 
Caroline, £78, Bourne Home 



5 Bring peace and joy with a fluttering treetop visitor. 

Peace dove tree topper, £110, WA Green 6 Hanging a post 
box-inspired addition for all those party invitations. 

Antique brass wall pocket with star pattern, £24, Rockett St George 
7 Dressing the front door with a fresh and ravishing welcome. 
Forage wreath, from £95, Wild At Heart 8 Making sure that Santa 
doesn't forget to visit our four-legged faves! Personalised 
dog stocking, £18, Owl and Otter at Etsy 
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sally accepted 
wear pyjamas 

kle check PJ set, 
White Company 
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SCANDI RUSTIC 


13 Tending the Christmas tree with a sprinkling of sparkle. 

Trowel decoration, £15; watering can decoration, £18, both Raj Tent 
Club 14 Finding inspo for our own at-home retreat. Scandi 
Rustic by Rebecca Lawson and Reena Simon (£19.99, Ryland Peters 
& Small) 15 Banishing the bah humbugs with a refreshing 
cuppa. Mint humbug 'oddi-tea', £6.95 for 15 teabags, Fortnum 
& Mason 16 Growing a mantelpiece forest. Noella paper 
tree decoration in White with Gold edge, £10, Habitat 



9 Keeping extra snug on the sleigh-trip home for Christmas. 

Driving home throw, £69, Indigo & Rose 10 Evocative scents 
of the season made with natural, eco-friendly soy wax. 
Frosted fir candle, £35, Nostara 11 A made-by-hand assortment 
of edible novelties. Chocolate Christmas characters, £7 for 
box of seven, Bettys 12 Raising a seasonal toast with shapely 
handmade designs, featuring unique bubble effects. 

Agine white wine glass, £9.95, Azalee Interiors 
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FEATURE HOLLY PHILLIPS 

















COUNTRY DAYS 



Foraging for rustic 
branches, pine swags and 
fragrant eucalyptus. Rustic 
pinecone garland, £56; pre-lit 
half wreath, £45 for set of two; 
check throw in Honeydew and 
Ivory, £60; cushion with leather 
strap detail, £30; iron log 
basket in Black, £85, all Amara 
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fiFROST-NIPPED NOSE AND 
TOES, KNOWING WE'LL SOON 
BEWARMINGUPBESIDEA 
ROARING FIRE AFTER A FESTIVE 
WALK WITH FAVOURITE FOLK ft 
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THOMAS SANDERSON 


SHUTTERS 


BUNDS 


CURTAINS 


Beauty of 

Bespoke 


Custom-made curtains and 
romans in luxurious fabrics 


Book a consultation: 0800 688 8118 or visit thomas-sanderson.co.uk 




FEATURE HOLLY PHILLIPS 


NEW & INTERESTING 








DESIGN NE JVS 


Colour collab 


Lighting fave Pooky has teamed up 
with paint genius Little Greene to 
launch a carefully curated range of 20 
gorgeous colours to customise on any 
of the brand's 13 wooden bases. Ruth 
Mottershead, creative director at Little 
Greene says: 'This collaboration will 
allow interior lovers to play with 
Little Greene colours to create a truly 
bespoke piece.' Moonshine floor lamp, 
£195; base painted in Little Greene 
paint, from £23; 45cm shade in Saffron 
Dupion silk, £95, Pooky X Little Greene 


HABITAT ART PROJECT 


In 2019, Habitat's Brighton store launched 
a competition for local creatives to send in 
artwork inspired by the city. The three winners 
- Emma Stone-Johnson, Tiffany Lynch and Orna 
Schneerson Pascal - have each had their works 
translated into a capsule 
collection of embroidered 
cushions, bringing three 
different aesthetics into 
the brand's diverse mix 
of homeware. Prices 
start at £60. Brighton 
Pavilion cushion, £60, 

Tiffany Lynch for Habitat 
Brighton Art Project 2020 


INTRODUCING BEN 
PENTREATH X MORRIS & CO 


Xavier China 
celebrates rewilding 



Reviving the beauty of fine bone 
china for modem day living, Xavier 
China combines centuries- 
old craftsmanship with 
contemporary design. 
Designed by David 
Urmston in a pen and 
ink style, the Wilding 
Collection heralds 
the return of 
keystone species 
to the British 
countryside. 
Pudding 
plates, £36 each. 


Renowned architectural interior designer Ben 
Pentreath has collaborated with heritage brand, 
Morris & Co to create the joyous Queen Square 
collection. Ben says: ‘We’ve taken many original 
patterns, and recoloured them to cast William 
Morris’ designs in a completely new light.’ 


2021 trends at 
Graham & Brown 

Kicking off its 75th anniversary 
celebrations, Graham & Brown has 
unveiled its directional trends for 2021. 
Full of movement, exuberance and colour. 
Timepiece Amethyst wallpaper, £60 a 
roll, displays a geometric patchwork of 
floral prints, dating from 1946 to the 
present, in a bold and innovative display. 
And its colour of the year is Epoch, a 
directional shade of plum. 
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PRESENTS 

Sadly our Christmas Show can’t go ahead this 
year, but you can still shop from the wonderful 
brands who would have had stands at the event. 
Find brilliant giftsfor your family andfriends 
from afew of our favourites here... 



BOURNE HOME 

Heirloom Christmas decorations from 
a family business, bournehome.com 


ART MATTERS 

Original screen prints and cards 

inspired by nature. Iizzieprints.com 


KAMINEE 

Glamorous velvet jackets, scarves 
and kaftans, kaminee.co.uk 


TORIL DESIGN 

Personalised keepsake boxes 

and gifts.torildesign.co.uk 


CORINCRAFT 

Organic fragrances blended by 
hand in Suffolk, corincraft.com 



DAISY CHEER 

Affordably luxurious accessories 
for the home, daisycheer.co.uk 
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PROMOTIONAL FEATURE 





ALPINE LIFESTYLE BOUTIQUE 

Home furnishings inspired by chalet 
chic, alpinelifestyleboutique.com 


KIKI & BOW 

Gorgeous gifts, homeware 
and decorations, kikiandbow.co.uk 


FLINT & FLAME 

Outstanding knives and kitchenware. 

flintandflame.co.uk 


MILLIE AND ROSE DESIGNS 
Sustainable homeware, toys and gifts. 

millieandrosedesigns.com 


THE MAKE SHED 

Stylishly crafted clothing and chunky 
knits, themakeshed.co.uk 


MISS SOY 

Hand-poured candles, tea lights 
and diffusers, misssoy.co.uk 


VISIT STOIVOR HOUSE 

You can still visit Stonor House 
to see it decorated for a Romantic 
Christmas. Go to stonor.com 
for ticket details 




CLEMENTINE JEWELLERY 
Beautiful charm bracelets, necklaces 
and earrings, clementinejewellery.co.uk 


DIMPLED HEART DESIGNS 

Award-winning ceramics handmade 
in Stoke-on-Trent, dimpledheart.co.uk 
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For your free brochure and to find your nearest showroom 
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visit wrenkitchens.com 


A Price checked art 22/Q3/202Q ▼ Interest f ree credit provided subject to application and status. Mini mum spend - E5 r t>00 for rive years [Infinity Plus kitchens only]. 
Total kitchen price £17,155,10% deposit of £1,715.50 and then 50 monthly payments of £256 at 0% APR. Total amount peyabfe £17.155. Interest free credit is available 
cm all kitchen projects and wren installation services. Full details are available at wreirkitchens.com/finance 

Kitchen priced esseen We may occasionally make small changes to our ranges end selection after publication, image for illustrative purposes only 
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COUNTRY 


PARCHMENT & SEA FOAM 


COMPLETE KITCHEN 
£17,155* 


per month’ 

over 60 months at 0% APR 

Price includes all bespoke built units, 
solid oak & luxury laminate worktops, CDA 
& Stoves appliances, sink, tap & handies. 
































































Exterior 

The large arched picture 
window allows light to 
flood into the dining area. 
Windows, bespoke by 
George Barnsdale; painted in 
Pigeon Green, Farrow & Ball 


A COTSWOLD 
CHRISTMAS 


This Christmas\ the Barnes family are welcoming guests 
to their 18th-century Grade II-listed barn conversion , 
set in 500 acres of stunning Cotswold countryside 






















GLOUCESTERSHIRE BARN CONVERSION 


Dining room 

The giant windows can be 
flung open after dining, giving 
the garden a connection to 
the house. Live edge bespoke 
dining table, similar at 
Rough Living. Hans Wegner 
wishbone chairs in natural 
ash with black seat. 
Where Saints Go. Paper 
decorations, votives, candles, 
glass candlesticks, and 
lanterns on table, all Pipii 
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Kitchen 

The ceiling battens were left 
exposed to enhance the rustic 
feel. Marlborough terracotta 
parquet tiles, Artisans of 
Devizes. Rattan stools; 
sheepskin seat pad in Ivory, 
all Cox & Cox. Aged brass rise 
and fall lights, The French 
House. Votives and lanterns, 
Pipii. Chocolates, Bettys. 
Metal tea tin, Lakeland 
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GLOUCESTERSHIRE BARN CONVERSION 


T his Christmas marks a turning point as Jo Barnes 

and her family welcome their first guests to celebrate 
the festive season at Anthology Farm, a pair of 
Grade ll-listed barns in the Cotswolds. 

It hasn't been an easy journey to get here. In 2016, after a decade 
of uncertainty, the family farm in Staffordshire was compulsory 
purchased to make way for HS2. For Jo's father-in-law, John, it was 
particularly emotional as his family had farmed there since 1921. 

'It was a difficult time,' says Jo. 'Not only had we lost the farm, but 
my mother-in-law Rosemary and I had to close our businesses, 
a farm shop and wedding venue, and start again.' 

Fortunately, a farm came up 70 miles down the road in 
Gloucestershire and the family jumped at it. 'We could see the 
potential immediately,' says Jo. 'Farms have to diversify these days 
to survive. The land was perfect for John and my husband Henry to 
farm and we knew the barns would make a fantastic holiday let.' 

Anthology Farm is comprised of two barns, set in an L-shape. 

The previous owners had used them as office space and the 
buildings were full of small meeting rooms, long corridors and 
dark wood partitions. They opted to move the huge staircase in 
the middle of the main, bigger barn. Replacing it with a simpler 
one, set discreetly to the side, opened up a dramatic, double¬ 
height space that became the dining room. 

The huge, arched picture window at the back was updated 
and double-glazed, and most of the windows were changed 
to suit the heritage style of the barns. 

'We were really keen to expose some of the brickwork. It's 
lovely, honey-coloured local stone from the Doddles Hill mines 
opposite the farm and we felt it would add real character to the 
property,' says Rosemary. 'Even though it's a huge space, the 
light bounces off the walls and makes it feel really cosy.' 

The family decided to engage an architect, as well as interior 
design company Run for the Hills (runforthehills.com), to work on 
the project. 'As soon as I saw the barns, I knew I wanted to be part 
of this project,' says Run for the Hills founder Anna Buries. 'Jo did 
the right thing bringing us on board at the beginning, as we could 
ensure the architectural design also worked for the interior design. 
It succeeded because everyone collaborated so well together.' 

The family knew they wanted the interiors of the barns to be 
neutral and monochromatic, but they also briefed Anna to add 
some eclecticism. 'We deliberately gave every bedroom and 
bathroom its own personality,' says Jo. 'We wanted them to 
be cosy, stylish and comfortable, but not too fussy.' 

Jo and Henry stayed in the main barn last New Year with 
their daughters. 'The children thought it was magical,' says Jo. 

'I particularly love gazing out of the picture window in the dining 
room over the Cotswolds. It's an amazing view, especially when 
tinged with a little Christmas frost. We love the place so much; 
it's got everything my dream home would have.' 

Anthology Farm is available to rent through Unique Home 
Stays, uniquehomestays.com 



AT HOME WITH 


Owners Jo Barnes and her 
husband Henry, their two children 
Ophelia, five, and Imogen, three, 
Henry's parents, Rosemary and 
John, and their chocolate 
labrador Nema. John and Henry 
farm the land while Jo and 
Rosemary run the barns. 
Anthology Farm, as a holiday let. 

House The Grade ll-listed 
converted barns on their farm, 
which date from 1740, have nine 
bedrooms and can accommodate 
up to 18 people. The Barnes 
family bought the farm in 2016 
and the barn conversion was 
completed in 2019. 
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GLOUCESTERSHIRE BARN CONVERSION 
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Dining room 

A mix of styles, from the industrial 
mirror to the opulent chandelier, 
add eclectic charm. Artwork, 
specially commissioned, Croft 
Design Studio. Beaded chandelier, 
similar at The Forest & Co. Dark 
wood Jacobean sideboard, 
belonged to Rosemary's 
grandmother, similar eBay 

Living room 

Jo was keen to keep the arrow-slit 
ventilation windows that would 
originally have allowed just enough 
air into the barn to dry the grain 
stored there. Cushions, H&M. 
Glass lantern (on wooden 
plinth), Lakeland 
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GLOUCESTERSHIRE BARN CONVERSION 




Bedroom 

The beams were stripped back 
and lightened by Back from Black. 
Vintage Dutch wardrobe, similar at 
Vinterior. Floral wallpaper, Sandberg 
Nippon Wallpaper Collection, 
Pine Green, Wallpaper Direct 

Bathroom 

Neutrals are offset by Moroccan-style 
flooring. Oakham black pattern tiles, 
Walls and Floors. Millbrook roll-top 
bath, The Cast Iron Bath Company; 
painted in Elephant's Breath, Farrow & 
Ball. Moroccan Nola towels, Nkuku 

Bedroom 

Jo brought the scheme to life with 
a touch of colour. Blue Isaac fringed 
armchair, Sweetpea & Willow. Gold 
boxes; bark star garland, all Pipii. 
Morri tealights, Nkuku 




24 COUNTRY HOMES & INTERIORS 








































seam 


Bedroom 

Exposing the roof structure 
created an airy, open feel 
and adds the wow factor. 

Antique Hadschlu Old 
Gold rug, Woven. Beaded 
Lisbeth chandelier, similar at 
Graham and Green 
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ON OUR 
DOORSTEP 


Visit... 'Sudeley Castle & 
Gardens (sudeleycastle.co.uk/ 
events/spectade-of-light), 
a favourite place to go to at 
Christmas. The children love the 
Spectacle of Lights show.' 

Shop at... 'Burford Garden 
Company (burford.co.uk), which is 
full of beautiful seasonal foliage 
displays and decorations, then 
have a hot chocolate in the cafe.' 

Gofor a meal at... 

'The Craven Arms (thecravenarms. 
co.uk) at Brockhampton. It's a 
16 th-century inn and restaurant, 
and the food is always excellent.' 


Entrance 

Jo was pleased the original 
barn doors were sturdy and 
could be repaired to provide 
guests with a dramatic entrance. 
Exterior door frame in Pigeon 
Green; internal doorframe 
in Clunch, both Farrow & Ball. 
Star on door, Hobbycraft. 
Frosted faux mountain spruce 
tree and tree lights, all 
Lights4fun. Find similar 
baskets at Garden Trading 


FEATURE ANNA PATTENDEN PHOTOGRAPHS POLLY ELTES STYLING SIAN WILLIAMS 
































FEATURE HOLLY PHILLIPS 


GET THE LOOK 



Be inspired by 

JO’S DINING ROOM 


High ceilings 
demand a trio of 
suspended lights. 

Farmhouse French 
country beaded 
pendant, £285.99, 
Homary 


A path of glowing 
candlelight evokes 
a magical ambience. 
Candleholder in Black, 
£30, Cooee Designs 
at Nordic Nest 


CH&I 


MODERN 

Country 

CLASSIC 


f 


Enhance your 
dining area with 
an elegant-meets- 
industrial design. 

Decorative iron 
mirror, £235, 
Design Vintage 



Pull-up to a feast 
fit for a king in 
iconic style. 

Wish wooden 

dining chair in 

Natural, £139, 
Cult Furniture 


Choose organic 
eatware in natural, 
earthy hues. 

Olmo speckled 

dinnerware in 

Natural, £95 for a 
12-piece set, Habitat 





, This gorgeous hand- 
knotted specimen 
features a classic 
elephant design. 

Bokhara rug in Blue, 
£519, Shimu 


... 

CREATE INTEREST WITHOUT BLOCKING GUEST'S 
VIEWS WITH STAGGERED HEIGHTS OF SIMPLE 
SILHOUETTES ALONG THE TABLETOP. 
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HOMETOWN 

GLORY 

Returning to the town she grew up in and renovating 
a beautiful Arts & Crafts house inspired a change 
of career for print designer Nicola Cliffe 


Living room 

The existing fireplace was 
Victorian with a wood 
surround and tile insets. 
Nicola replaced it with a 
more sympathetic design 
from Chesneys with a 
surround built to match. 













































LINCOLNSHIRE TOWNHOUSE 


Living room 

Nicola loves finding vintage 
pieces, especially chairs, 
which she gives a new 
lease of life with fresh 
upholstery. Walls in Light 
Gray, Farrow & Ball. Vintage 
chair upholstered in 
K Stripe, Madder Cutch & 
Co. Handwoven cushion, 
Alexandra Bissa 





























Kitchen 

The cabinets and island 
were designed and 
installed by Jeff Stone to 
sit under the roof lantern. 
Worktops, Silestone. 
Over-island fan, Elica 



AT HOME WITH 


Owners Nicola Cliffe, 
a print designer and founder 
of Madder Cutch & Co 
(maddercutchandco.com), and 
her husband Jonathan, a dentist. 
They have three grown-up sons, 
George, Ted and Bertie, and a 
Parson Russell Terrier called Ernie. 

House Five-bed roomed semi¬ 
detached Arts & Crafts house built 
in 1904. They moved in in 2005. 



icola Cliffe has a soft spot for Arts & 

Crafts houses and used to love walking 
past this property in her home town of 
Stamford, admiring the flower displays 
on the windowsills. Having moved away in her youth, 
she returned to the town with her husband Jonathan 
to bring up their boys George, Ted and Bertie, and 
this house was on the route to the children's school 
where Nicola also worked, teaching science. 

'We lived just down the road in a tiny house and 
when Bertie came along, we really did need something 
bigger,' says Nicola. 'These houses don't come on 
the market often and when they do, they sell very 
quickly, but we were very lucky - I knew the lady 
who lived here and she let me know in advance 
that she was putting it on the market.' 

Nicola had been inside the house and knew it still 
had some Arts & Crafts features, such as the staircase, 
tiled floors and the fittings in the dining room. She 
also liked the proportions: 'The windows say "country 
house", but it's not too big inside - it still feels like 
a comfortable family home,' she says. 

The house had been altered overtime and there 
was work to do to the kitchen, bathrooms and the 
configuration of the ground floor rooms, but the priority 
was to get the boys settled. 'We moved in in January > 
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66 IT'S FANTASTIC HAVING THIS SPACE FOR THE FAMILY AT 
RISTMAS. LAST YEAR WE DIDN'T LEAVE THE ROOM ALL DAY §§ 


Exterior 

The couple added the 
orangery-style extension, 
but found that they didn't 
use it in the way they had 
hoped, so decided to 
move the kitchen here 


HIRE TOWNHOUSE 


A ilchen -diner 

The padded banquette 
seating injects a cosy touch. 

Banquette, Craftwood in 
Bournemouth. Table, Ennis 
& Brown. Timothy Oulton 
chairs, Heal's. Chatsworth 
oak floor, Floors of Stone 


Boot room 

The glass boot room to the 
side of the kitchen is great 
for keeping muddy paws 
at bay. Nicola refers to it 
as 'Ernie's Room.' Floor 
tiles, Mandarin Stone 


r z 



































Dining room 

The dresser was already 
in this room and Nicola 
updated it with a new 
paint colour. China, 


from a selection at 


Deliverance County 
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Dining room 

The dining room feels 
true to the original hou: 
Walls in Purbeck Stone 
original fire surround 
in Pavillion Gray, both 
Farrow & Ball 



2005, and George and Ted were up in the attic 
rooms, which were freezing,' says Nicola. There 
was no insulation and we had to duct-tape the door 
to the eaves space closed as it kept blowing open.' 

The attic was stripped out, insulation added and 
beams moved to accommodate new dormer windows. 
One side of the space became a study area and 
the remainder was divided into two bedrooms. 

The ground floor has also benefitted from some 
structural work. The couple added an orangery 
extension and rebuilt a wall to return a knocked-through 
living room to two separate rooms. 'It's nice to have 
larger spaces where everyone can gather, but it was 
also good to have the piano separate from the living 
room, and to have somewhere for the trombone 
to go, along with all the other instruments the boys 
were playing at the time,' says Nicola. 

One of the biggest unforeseen expenses was 
replacing the windows at the front as road noise 
was an issue. 'We kept the original single-glazed little 
leaded lights in the hallway, but the front ones are 
all now bronze casement windows,' she says. 'It was 
an investment, but they don't rust or need painting 
so they are very low maintenance.' 

The room that was trickier to fix than expected was 
the kitchen. 'It has taken three attempts over the years > 
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Hallway 

The desk area is Nicola's 
favourite spot. Chair in 
Achillea ground large 
in Burghley Blue, 
Madder Cutch & Co 


Hallway 


'I love William Morris 
and, when we first got 
the house, I added a bit 
in every room,' says Nicola 
Blind in vintage William 
Morris fabric; for similar, 
try Fruit, Morris & Co 


Main bedroom 

Interest is added to the 
calming neutral palette 
with fabrics inspired by 
nature. Blinds and curtains, 
made by Nicola's friend 
@kayelizabethinteriors 




i*W 


" * 




.. ^ \ s! * 
















& 






iiTHE WINDOWS SAY 'COUNTRY HOUSE', BUT IT'S NOTTOO 
BIG AND SMALLER ROOMS MAKE IT FEEL HOMELY 99 
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Bathroom 

Dark panelled walls inject 
drama into the scheme. 
Bath and basin, Imperial 
Bathrooms. Panelling in 
Down Pipe, Farrow & Ball 



to get the kitchen right, adding various extensions and 
moving it around, but that's how a house develops,' says 
Nicola. 'We did it over years - we could have moved 
house three times in that time so I don't fret about it.' The 
final kitchen rejig saw it move to the orangery, which 
they had built earlier, and it's now a large, open space. 

As the boys have grown up, the couple have adapted 
the space to suit the changing family dynamic. One 
of the biggest impacts this house has had on Nicola 
is the launch of her own textile business, Madder Cutch 
& Co, creating English prints in natural dyes. 'I went 
from introducing a bit of William Morris fabric in every 
room, to going back to college to study for an MA in 
sustainable textile design,' she says. 'I now work from 
home in a studio at the back, but I also use the study 
and Ted's old bedroom is my sewing room,' she says. 

Even though they've moved out, the boys come home 
for Christmas - and now their girlfriends join them. 'Last 
year it was fantastic having the extra space and large 
table, I don't think we left the room all day,' says Nicola. 
Cooking is a family passion, so the Christmas lunch 
preparations are shared, with Nicola taking on the head 
chef role. 'We finish with a walk - Ernie needs tiring out.' 
she says. 'Then it's lots of games and visits from friends. 

It has become a very social home that has grown with us.' 
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LINCOLNSHIRE TOWNHOUSE 


Bertie’s bedroom 

Bertie's bed was bought 
some years back and 
resprayed black. Bed, 
Chez Soi. Lampshade, 
Madder Cutch & Co 
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LINCOLNSHIRE TOWNHOUSE 







ON OUR 
DOORSTEP 


Visit.. 'Burghley House 
(burghley.co.uk), a fine 
Elizabethan manor. The year- 
round calendar of events includes 
good Christmas fairs. There is also 
a Christmas market in the town.' 


Shop at.. 'Stamford has an 
impressive range of independent 
cafes and delis, including The Fine 
Food Store (finefoodstore.co.uk). 
No 14 St Mary's Hill (01780 
755551) and Cafe Black (01780 
762999) with lots of festive food 
and locally made speciality 
produce for sale.' 

Go for a meal at... 'The 
Tobie Norris (kneadpubs.co.uk), 
a former bell foundry from 1280.' 








Study 

Having a second reception 
room was a blessing when 
the boys all lived at home 
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FEATURE SARA BIRD/THE CONTENTED NEST 
PHOTOGRAPHS DAN DUCHARS/THE CONTENTED NEST 




































FEATURE HOLLY PHILLIPS 


GET THE LOOK 


Be inspired by 



NICOLA’S BEDROO 


Adorn the 
windowsill with 
a festive swag to 
spread cheer. 

Pine and red berry 
Christmas garland, 
£56.99, Lights4fun 


Display baubles 
within for a 
decorative 
bedside flourish. 
Vienna dome, £1 8, 
LSA International 


Loosely twisted together 
yarns provide super-soft 
warmth on chilly nights. 

Knitted wool bed throw 
in Grey Marl, £99, 
Secret Linen Store 


Scatter natural 
inspirations 
indoors with 
pretty linens. 

Achillea foliage 
rectangular piped 
cushion, £45; 

Achillea ground 
large square 
cushion, £60, both 
Madder Cutch & Co 


A light chalky shade 
combines subtlety 
with classic appeal. 

Lime White matt 

emulsion, £45 for 

2.5Itr, Fired Earth 


Cast an enchanting 
glow with striking, 
glazed ceramics. 

Hand-thrown table lamp, 
£140, Petra Wright of My 
Kiln at Madder Cutch & Co 


CH&I 


MODERN 

Country 

CLASSIC, 


CHOOSE A SIGNATURE 
DESIGN TO CREATE 
BESPOKE, MADE-TO-ORDER 
WINDOW DRESSINGS THAT 
REFLECT YOUR STYLE. 


Curl-up with a novel or use as 
a cosy-up perch for lovebirds. 
Bouji love seat in Midnight Grey 
velvet, £229, Made 


A dean-line silhouette gives 
country settings a modern update^ 

Emily two-drawer storage upholstered 
bed frame in Erin Grey, £499 for a 
double, John Lewis & Partners 
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Over the years, Mimi and Ed Pickard have transformed 
the house with ‘a happy feeling’ that they boughtfrom 
friends, making it the perfect home for theirfamily 
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Living room 

Having two seating 
zones means there is 
plenty of space to relax 
when the whole family 
is home for the holidays. 
Blue painted table, 
The Packhouse 
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Kitchen 

The kitchen cabinetry 
was installed 21 years 
ago, but still looks good, it 
has just been repainted 
once to freshen it up. 
Kitchen, Dovetail. Similar 
wall clock, Thomas Kent 



AT HOME WITH 


Owners Mimi Pickard, textile 
designer and owner of Mimi Pickard 
English Textiles (mimipickard.com), 
and husband Ed, an insurance broker. 
They have three grown-up children. 
Jack, Charlie and Lily, and a springer 
spaniel named Lola. 

House A six-bedroom detached 
late 1920s house in Surrey, set 
in three acres. They bought the 
house in 1998. 


M aking the move out of London can 

take courage, but for textile designer 
Mimi Pickard and husband Ed, 
misgivings were easily quashed when 
they found their new home. 'We love London, but 
we had arrived at the stage that so many families do, 
where we wanted more space,' says Mimi. 'The children 
were eight, six and four - the youngest was about to 
start school and the eldest about to change schools, 
so it felt like a good time to go. We knew quite a few 
people in this area, we found a school that we liked and 
it just so happened that friends decided to put their 
house on the market. We were so lucky as this house 
has such a happy feeling about it, and that's what made 
us buy it.' Early transformations focused on knocking 
down walls to open up space and improve the flow. 
'Our friends were very good about it,' says Mimi. 

'They had done some great things with the house, 
including building an extension and adding a pantry 
and a utility room. But just as they had made it theirs, 
they appreciated that we needed to do the same.' 

Mimi and Ed swapped rooms around: the 
conservatory is no longer an 'add-on' but is now the 
main living area, linked by double doors to a newly- 
assigned dining area. They also carved out a hallway 
to create more obvious routes around the ground > 
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if MANY HAPPY CHRISTMASES HERE WITH OUR CHILDREN 
AND EXTENDED RAMILY HAVE BUILT PLENTY OR MEMORIES** 













Entrance hall 

The addition of the 
porch and hallway has 
transformed the first 
impressions of this 
home. Terracotta floor 
tiles, Fired Earth 



\ Bathroom 

Subtle festive touches are 
added to every room, no 
matter how small. For a 
similar wreath, try Etsy 



Hallway 

The couple installed and painted the 
panelling to add character to the hallway. 
Panelling in Pebble, Zoffany. Wall in Damask, 
Blithfield. Stockings in Jacko, Charlie Stripe, 
Pebble and Eadie, all Mimi Pickard 


floor. The hallway really is the heart/ says Mimi. 'It has 
been so important for managing the flow and for 
creating a welcoming entrance to the house. Before 
there was just a back door - no real front door to speak 
of. We moved the cloakroom and boot room along a 
bit and juggled things around to make space for one, 
and adding a porch has made a huge difference.' 

The family moved in with Mimi's parents for three 
months while the structural work and first phase of 
decorating took place. 'We've been here a while now 
so things have also changed over time and my style 
has evolved, too/ says Mimi. 'It used to be much more 
shabby chic. When we first moved in, I painted the 
brick wall in the conservatory cream and added blinds 
and matting to cosy it up, but it's one of those rooms 
that I should have taken longer over - I really do 
advocate taking time to get it right these days.' 

The turning point for Mimi was a trip a few years 
ago to the Ham Yard Hotel in London, where she fell in 
love with Kit Kemp's vivacious and confident approach 
to mixing patterns and colour. 'I had just started my 
own fabric business at the time and it blew me away/ 
she says. 'There were also a lot of brights in fashion 
at that time and I'm drawn to the English eccentricity 
of the Bloomsbury Group, so it all came together and 
pushed me to be that bit bolder.' Art is also important > 
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Hallway 

A chest inherited from 
Mimi's great grandfather 
is a perfect fit for this nook. 
Blind in Large Lace Lily in 
Pink Ochre, Mimi Pickard 


§§ I'VE ALWAYS LOVED CABBAGES & ROSES 
AND THAT ENGLISH COUNTRY LOOK, BUT I 


HAM YARD HOTEL. HER USE OF COLOUR AN 
PATTERN HAS BEEN A HUGE INFLUENCE** 









































Main bedroom 

Mimi took inspiration 
from Kit Kemp to be 
der in mixing patterns, 
alls in Naked Angelica 
Dusk, Mimi Pickard. 
Quilt, Cath Kidston. 
Lampshade, Pooky 


ON OUR DOORSTEP... 


Visit... 'I walk atThursley Common 
Nature Reserve (surreyhills.org) 
several times a week. It's home to a 
wide variety of birds and dragonflies. 
It is like a frosty magical wonderland 
in winter and in summer it's like 
Africa/ says Mimi. 'I love watching 
the geese land at sunset.' 

Shop at... 'The Packhouse 
(packhouse.com) brings together 
more than 60 traders dealing in 
vintage items and antiques, as well 
as interiors accessories, homeware 
and Annie Sloan paint.' 

Go for a meal at... 

'The Three Horseshoes 
(threehorseshoesthursley.com) 
in Thursley. We recommend ending 
a walkthrough the Nature Reserve 
at this community-owned pub. It 
has roaring fires in the winter, 
it's dog-friendly and the Wagyu 
burger is a winner.' 


to both Mimi and Ed and there are gems in every 
room. 'We have a few artist friends, including sculptor 
Nic Fiddian-Green - we have some horse drawings 
of his,' says Mimi. There are also the Vanessa Coopers 
that Mimi loves for their naivety. The couple's collection 
spans across multiple generations from inherited 
pieces to framed works by their daughter. 

In December, in particular, the house really comes 
alive. 'I love Christmas - decorating the house, making 
it cosy and welcoming, and celebrating with friends 
and family,' says Mimi. 'We normally buy our Christmas 
tree early in December so we have time to enjoy it.' 

Mimi and her family also have plenty of seasonal 
traditions to celebrate the big day. 'In the morning 
our children come and sit on our bed and open their 
stockings, even though our eldest son is 30 years 
old!,' says Mimi. 'We then come downstairs, put 
the turkey in the oven, light the fire and give each 
other our presents. This is followed by a yummy 
breakfast and then we go to church.' Christmas 
dinner is served to a crowd from 1 pm, followed 
by lots of games and dancing. 'Ours is a real family 
house,' says Mimi. 'What's lovely is that if it's just 
me and Ed here it doesn't feel too big, but equally 
when all the children are home, it doesn't feel 
too small either. It just works.' 
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Bedroom 

The scheme comprises an 
easy-going, Soho House 
style. Panelling in Slipper 
Satin, Farrow & Ball. Bed, 
The White Company. 
Shutters, The New England 
Shutter Company. Curtains, 
Chelsea Textiles. Bedlinen, 
The White Company 





















































































































Holloways, Lower Court, Suckley,Worcestershire,WR6 5DE 

www.holloways.co.uk 

















GET THE LOOK 


Be inspired by 

\ll\II*S LIVING ROOM 



Add warmth underfoot 
with densely braided. 


Turned details feature 
on this traditionally (and 
lovingly) made design. 

Classic oak floor lamp, 
£250-£340, Nick Hammond 


Stack up a 
generous firewood 
supply in this 
sturdy organiser. 

Seagrass storage 
basket, from £19, 
The Basket Company 


Playful scatters 
pack a punch 
of pattern 
on seating. 

Naked Angelica 

cushion in 

Pink, £78, 
Mimi Pickard 


( OLLlNnWOOi’ 




Let zesty, spicy 
notes fill the 
room. Candle, £38, 
Collingwood 
of Somerset 


squishy-soft textures. 


Gibbins flatweave 


wool rug, £295, Habitat 


They'll never guess 
there's a mattress 
stashed within this 
buttoned beauty. 

Double bed in a 
button, £1,165, Loaf 


Add an element of light¬ 
bouncing luxury with a 
coffee-top addition. Astor 
tray, £34.95, Baytree Interiors 


CH&I 


MODERN 

Country 

CLASSIC 


9y]wU/' 9 stylety* ■ ■ ■ 

IN MODERN LIVING 
TERMS, A CONSERVATORY 
MAKES A WONDERFUL 
YEAR-ROUND SITTING 
ROOM - BLURRING THE 
BOUNDARIES BETWEEN 
OUTSIDE AND IN. 


Supremely comfortable, with an elegant, understated feel. 
Bluebell sofa in Eucalyptus smart cotton, £1,620, Sofa.com 
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A console table provides 
a festive welcome 
decorated with baubles 
and natural foliage. 
Baubles, Cox & Cox. 
Console table, Graham 
and Green. Lamp, Pooky 




















SOMERSET BARN 
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Dining area 

A new skylight has 
transformed the spao 
filling the room with 
natural light. Pendant 
lights, Holloways 
of Ludlow 
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SOMERSET BARN 



Exterior 

The converted barn 
acquired a new porch, 
larger windows and a 
Juliet balcony. Door and 

window frames in Studio 
Green, Farrow & Ball 



AT HOME WITH 


Owners Maria Southwood, 
a GP, and her husband John, a City 
financier, and their five children, 
Felix, nine, Ellie, eight, Sofia, five, 
Anna, three, and Louisa, 18 months. 

House A converted cattle 
barn in Somerset dating back 
to the 1800s, with six bedrooms 
and a separate guest cottage, 
completed in 2019. 


— , or most parents, Christmas shopping is a 

I —A highly secretive affair - even more so when 

you have five children to conceal presents 

_I_ from. 'I am blessed with a lock-up cupboard 

under the stairs,' says Maria Southwood, although 
hanging stockings from the bannisters above must only 
increase the anticipation about what's hidden inside. 

Being a GP as well as a mother of five, Maria has to 
be super efficient with her festive planning, so by the 
beginning of December the tree is ordered from a 
local farm and safely installed at one end of the living 
room, ready to be decorated. For the second year now, 
it takes pride of place in their newly converted barn 
- a property bought after Maria and John's fourth child, 
Anna, was born. 'We were fed up with always trying 
to book country cottages for holidays and weekends 
and just missing them. We finally decided to buy 
somewhere of our own,' says Maria. 

The couple first considered Gloucestershire, but 
decided on Somerset, where properties were less 
expensive. 'I come from a family of architects, and 
my sister Claire and my brother-in-law Max, founders 
of the award-winning architect and interior design 
firm De Rosee Sa, were our obvious first port of call 
when it came to the barn's conversion.' 

A previous owner, a potter, had converted the barn 
some 20 years before, turning the garage into her > 
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Kitchen 


The Aga takes centre 
stage and the shelf 
above it, made from 
reclaimed timber, 
adds an additional 
rustic touch. Similar 
Aga, Aga Living 



661 LOVE BEING ABLE TO WATCH JOHN OUT OF THE 
WINDOW, CROSSING FIELDS ON HIS QUAD BIKE §§ 


Kitchen 

Maria has added definition 
to the Shaker-style kitchen 
with a dark grey island. 
Striped candles, Susie 
Watson Designs 


Porch 

The porch was a 
much-needed practical 
addition for the family. 
Coir matting, Ron 
Thompson Carpets 
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SOMERSET BARN 
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Living room 


Plush blue velvet sof 


provide ample seating 
grouped around the 
wood-burning stove, 
perfect for festive 
gatherings. Sofas, 
Sofa.com. Coffee table, 
Laura Ashley. Cushions 
Oka. Lamps, Pooky 
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WHEN SNOW PILES UP ON THE VELUX WINDOWS 
AND LOGS IN THE WOOD BURNER BEGIN TO CRACKLE, 
THERE IS A REELING OR RESTIVE COSINESSff 










Main bedroom 

The sloping, beamed 
ceiling and views of the 
Mendip Hills give this 
room lots of character. 
Bed, Swoon. Bedside 
table, Cult Furniture. 
Bedspread, Zara Home. 
Cushions, Maisons A I 
du Monde 



studio and the living room into a double-height space. 
'It was too open-plan for our needs,' says Maria, 'and 
we needed more space for our family than the existing 
four bedrooms and one bathroom.' 

Working with the family, discussions were 'fruitful 
and easy,' says Maria. 'It was obvious we needed 
some intimate spaces and more bedrooms, so as 
visually exhilarating as the double-height space was, 
it needed to be divided up. Ceilings were lowered 
and floors added, but we still enjoy the extra height 
in the hall and an open apex ceiling in our bedroom, 
which overlooks the Mendips. We love to sit with 
the doors open and drink in the glorious view.' 

The most logical design decision was to divide the 
house into two wings, with children and adult areas 
separated by the double-height hall. 'Remote intercom 
devices for each child's room means we do not have 
to be within earshot to hear a child's cry,' says Maria. 

The new porch is a huge bonus, although achieving 
perfect order is hard work. 'You cannot imagine 
how long it takes to line up five pairs of trainers 
and Wellington boots in tidy rows!' says Maria. 

Wherever possible, the architects maximised the 
breathtaking views. As well as installing new doors 
in the main bedroom, they replaced a tiny barn window 
with a large bay one and added a cushioned window 
seat in the living room. 'The window seat is a family > 
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ON OUR DOORSTEP... 


Visit... 'Stourhead (nationaltrust. 
org/stourhead), a Palladian mansion 
with extensive, unusually lush 
gardens. Our children love it.' 

Shop at... 'Kilver Court 
(kilvercourt.com), an old converted 
mill that is technically a discount 
designer outlet, but with a 
difference because of its rural 
setting. It's surrounded by ancient 
trees, making it the most 
pleasant shopping experience 
imaginable, and there is also a 
village-style cafe/restaurant on 
the site, which is both child- 
and dog-friendly.' 

Gofor a meal at... 

'The Roth Bar & Grill (rothbarandgrill. 
co.uk), which is also an art gallery 
in a barn that inspired us during 
our building works. The eggs 
Benedict is amazing.' 


favourite. We take turns to sit here and enjoy the 
peace of the rolling hills and meadows.' 

With her busy life looking after five children and 
running a doctor's surgery, Maria simply had no time 
to visit showrooms or big stores. 'I bought the entire 
contents of this home online, from books to fill the 
shelves to sofas, beds, tables, mirrors, lamps and 
vintage consoles. It was all made possible because 
Steve Chivers, our local expert builder, was here to 
receive the endless run of deliveries,' she says. 

Maria's taste is homely, bright, fresh and contemporary. 
Raw wood beams and painted furniture add to the 
modern rustic feel. 'I like a bit of mismatch because 
it feels more homely,' she says. 'With the children in 
mind, I went for sofas to jump on and stain-proof 
fabrics to withstand sticky fingers and the rough and 
tumble of small people.' Her unifying element was the 
use of a deep blue/green colour that visually connects 
all the main rooms. 'It made life easier for the painter, 
and it's a colour I love.' 

With a separate guest cottage and even a heated 
outdoor swimming pool, the house is made for 
entertaining. But it's never more alive than at Christmas, 
when the karaoke music is turned up and the children's 
playroom is turned into a disco. 

Kilnwood is available to let through 
Unique Homestays, uniquehomestays.com 
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WHAT IS 

AVAXHOME? 



the biggest Internet portal, 
providing you various content: 
brand new books, trending movies, 
fresh magazines, hot games, 
recent software, latest music releases. 


Unlimited satisfaction one low price 
Cheap constant access to piping hot media 
Protect your downloadings from Big brother 

Safer, than torrent-trackers 

18 years of seamless operation and our users' satisfaction 


All languages 
Brand new content 

One site 



We have everything for all of your needs. Just open https://avxlive.icu 












FEATURE HOLLY PHILLIPS 


GET THE LOOK 


Be inspired by 

MARIA’S ENTRANCE HALL 




Add nostalgic 
cheer with joyful 
and triumphant 
candy stripes. 

Large swirl bauble 
in Red, £25 for four, 
Cox & Cox 








This rustic platter 
was made for a 
ploughman's lunch! 

Acacia wood 

serving board, 

£14.95, Sous Chef 


Light the way with 
this punchy piece. 

Lisa base, from £69; 
Empire printed 
linen ikat shade 
in Teal Heraldic, 
£63, both Pooky 


Introduce a 
characterful 
touch with 
layered 
felt and 
embroidered 
details. 
Christmas 
stocking, 
£8, Dibor 


Rich pigments add 
dramatic depth. 

Studio Green estate 
emulsion, £47.95 for 
2.5ltr, Farrow & Ball 


CH&I 


WELCOME HOLIDAY VISITORS 
WITH A FESTIVE CONSOLE 
DISPLAY OF TRAILING FOLIAGE 
AND TWINKLING LIGHTS. 


Angular lines and a 
distressed finish make 
an industrial impression. 
Madison console table, 

£449, Atkin & Thyme 


MODERN 

Country 

CLASSIC 


Add a festive 
flourish of red. 

Poinsettia floral 
arrangement in pot, 
£37.99, The Seasonal 
Aisle at Wayfair 


This timeless 
design features a 
herringbone border 
and rib centre. 

Hanover 

flatweave runner in 
Oatmeal, f132lin m, 
Roger Oates 
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Our kitchens are guaranteed for 25 years. 
That’s a generation of memorable meals. 


Excludes: Kitchen appliances, taps, sinks, internal and exfefnal storage, tuns, cabinet accessaries handtes under cabinet (limiting, cabinet 
hanging brackets See diy.com/custoiw-stf3pDn/policies/terms and full guarantee T&C's. This tides net affect you legal rights 











































You can do it 








































A hand-painted wedding 

invitation or Christmas 
card is very special" 

WATERCOLOUR ARTIST AND CALLIGRAPHER, 

HARRIET DE WINTON 


H ven in the depths of winter, 

Harriet de Winton has only to 

J glance out of the window of her 
cosy home studio, or go for a 
walk in the nearby forest, to glean inspiration 
for her festive watercolour designs. 

Her barn conversion nestles in the idyllic 
location of Haldon Forest Park in Devon, with 
far-reaching views over the Teign valley and 
Dartmoor. 'It's a beautiful part of the world. 
When I'm out for a stroll with my husband, 
Anthony, and our dog, Crumble, I'll often 
collect something, such as holly with ruby-red 
berries, to weave into festive designs for my 
online shop where I sell my Christmas cards, 
wrapping paper, wedding stationery and 
party invitations,' Harriet explains. 'I may take 
my finds along to one of my seasonal 
watercolour workshops, or they might inspire 
one of my painting commissions.' 

Harriet's career path as an artist hasn't 
followed the traditional route. With an English 
Literature degree and post-graduate diploma 
in set and costume design, she worked as a 
freelance set and costume designer and 
illustrator for many years, before her creative 
career took a surprise twist. 'My step-sister 



asked if I would design her wedding 
invitations, and I relished every step of the 
process,' Harriet says. 

Spurred on by the response, Harriet 
decided to hone her watercolour skills 
and, after a conversation with a wedding 
stylist friend in 2015, the first seeds of 
the de Winton Paper co were sown. 'I 
discovered that there were only a couple of 
other businesses producing hand-painted 
watercolour wedding stationery,' she 
explains. 'There was a gap in the market, 
and I knew how much people appreciate 
the time, skill and care involved.' 

Harriet's first official clients were a New 
York-based couple who commissioned 
everything from wedding invitations to 
thank-you cards. 'I had to learn on the job 
quickly, but it was exciting and made me 
realise that I'd finally found my true creative 
niche,' says Harriet. 'I enjoyed chatting to the 
clients and producing beautiful designs to 
reflect their personalities and interests.' 

With word-of-mouth recommendations, 
the de Winton Paper co's reputation spread 
quickly. As the business flourished, Harriet 
asked the person who had designed > 
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MY COUNTRY BUSINESS 



Harriet enjoys painting 
at the table in her 
light-drenched living 
room with its vievTs 
over the Teign valley 
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IT'S FANTASTIC TO KNOW THAT MY WORKSHOPS HAVE AN 
IMPACT ON PEOPLE'S WELLBEING. WATERCOLOUR PAINTING 
IS SUCH A MINDFUL, RELAXING PROCESS** 


her previous website to create another 
for her new company. 'At £2,000, this was a 
big investment but worth every penny,' she 
says. 'As well as my bespoke service, I started 
to produce hand-printed stationery to sell 
online: my House Collection.' 

In January 2016, Harriet and freelance 
photographer Anthony relocated to Devon, 
where the next chapter of her country 
business began to unfold. 'Having been 
asked to run a watercolour workshop in a 
local interiors store, I found teaching 
extremely rewarding,' she says. As she is 
self-taught herself, Harriet could easily relate 



to students' concerns. 'After every class I feel 
euphoric,' she confides. 'I've had such 
wonderful feedback over the years and I love 
the fact that people find watercolour painting 
so relaxing and therapeutic.' 

In 2017, Harriet received a request from the 
organisers of Kirstie Allsopp's Handmade 
Fair. 'They were hooked on my "mesmerising" 
Instagram stories and wondered if I'd host an 
hour-long watercolour painting workshop for 
100 people in a large tent. Although it was a 
little nerve-racking to start with, I enjoyed the 
experience and went on to launch courses at 
celebrity chef Hugh Fearnley-Wittingstall's 
headquarters, River Cottage in Axminster.' 

Diversification has been key to the success 
of the de Winton Paper co, particularly this 
year when COVID-19 has impacted the 
business. As well as selling her book, New 
Botanical Painting, on her website, she also 
stocks art supplies such as brushes, paints 
and digital downloadable pdfs to encourage 
people to have a go. She also launched a 
YouTube channel during lockdown, and 
found a new way to increase her customer 
base - just in time for the festive season. 

'Planning for Christmas starts in the 
summer,' Harriet explains. 'I test out designs 
for cards, wrapping paper and watercolour 
kits. By October I have these ready and can 
print the products, do production shots and 
upload the listing to my website.' 

Her illustrations of cocktails and celebratory 
drinks are popular, and she has developed 
this idea into personalised cocktail hour 
invitations - ideal for Christmas gatherings. 

'I must admit, I've never had any specific 
goals or five-year plan,' Harriet says. 'The 
business has grown organically and, for me, 
the reward is the lovely messages I'm often 
sent after a wedding or workshop. To receive 
a hand-painted card from someone I've 
taught in one of my workshops is incredibly 
special. It definitely makes my Christmas.' 
dewintonpaperco.com 
@dewintonpaperco 
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MY COUNTRY BUSINESS 



Harriet's watercolours 
are often inspired by 
nature and her 
rural surroundings 


Taking time to relax in 
her cosy living room; 
the walls are painted in 
Boathouse Blue from 
Dulux's Heritage range 


Festive orders for 
Harriet's painting kits 
are packed and ready 
to be sent to customers 
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ON OUR 
DOORSTEP... 
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Visit...' Dartmoor National Park 
(visitdartmoor.co.uk) is an 
amazing place. We love the open 
feel of the moor and the stunning 
river valleys and gorges. One of 
our favourite spots is Believer, 
which is a magical area of forest 
where wild ponies graze.' 


fcJSraJ-*. • 


IL i MMk 

sWsfflr 


Shop at...' Lorna Ruby 
(lornaruby.com) in Exeter stocks 
a fantastic range of clothes, 
homeware and gifts. She sources 
from independent makers and is 
committed to being eco-friendly/ 







Go for a meal at...' Sacred 
Grounds (sacredgrounds.co) in 
Exeter for tasty vegan food. It's 
run by a lovely couple with a great 
ethos. They welcomed me to 
Exeter's creative community and 
hosted my book launch.' 
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Harriet loves uplifting 
strolls through 
Haldon Forest Park 
with straight-haired 
chocolate rescue 
labradoodle. Crumble 
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FEATURE JANET MCMEEKIN STYLING KIRSTEN BUTLER PHOTOGRAPHS RICHARD GADSBY 


MY COUNTRY BUSINESS 


SMALL 

BUSINESS 

ADVICE 


HOWTO SET UP A 
YOUTUBE CHANNEL 

FOLLOW OUR GUIDE TO GETTING STARTED ON THE PLATFORM 



When the UK went into lockdown 
in March this year, Harriet noticed 
a surge in the number of people 
watching her watercolour clips 
on Instagram Stories. 'Lots of people 
contacted me requesting longer videos/ 
says Harriet. 'Several mentioned that 
their parents had expressed interest 
in watercolour painting, but were 
reluctant to go on Instagram or 
Facebook. I felt that setting up a 
YouTube channel could be the answer.' 
With her husband Anthony's freelance 
work on hold, the pair launched a 
YouTube channel, to promote the de 
Winton Paper co, via informative and 
relaxed, step-by-step tutorials, such 
as How to Paint a Watercolour Rose. 

DO YOUR RESEARCH Anthony was 
familiar with YouTube and advised 
Harriet to watch videos to get to 
know the platform. 'I was keen 
to make my channel friendly and 
accessible to encourage people 
to paint, build on the lovely rapport 
I already had with my community, and 
add value to my brand,' says Harriet. 


THINK ABOUT EQUIPMENT Harriet 
invested in a microphone to ensure 
good sound quality. 'I bought a R0DE 
VideoMic GO and cable for £58/ she 
says. 'We were fortunate that we had 
a professional camera and tripod 
already - perfect for good-quality 
footage. However, the camera on 
your mobile phone would be fine.' 

SEEK OUT INSPIRATION While 
researching creative YouTube channels, 
Harriet turned to West Dean College 
of Arts and Conservation for inspiration. 
During lockdown, the college invited its 
expert short course tutors to create more 
YouTube clips. 'These days, video is one 
of the most important forms of marketing 
content/ says group head of marketing, 
Mandy Ross. 'Creating video meant we 
were giving something of value.' 

Like Harriet, they found that 'How 
to' and 'Beginner's Guide' videos, 
particularly about drawing, painting 
and printmaking were well received. 

'As the college reopened/ says Mandy, 
'the videos acted as tasters for our 
programmes, as well as being 


a great asset for a major relaunch 
of short courses post-lockdown.' 

PLAN AND EDIT YOUR VIDEO 

CONTENT Harriet takes about an 
hour to think through the structure 
of a YouTube episode and prepare any 
equipment. Two films are produced 
per week, and filmed in one block 
every Sunday. Filming one episode 
takes about an hour. 'Although I want 
my videos to be professional, I'm 
not precious and, generally, don't do 
retakes/ she says. 'My introductory video 
was just over five minutes in length but 
the tutorials run 35 to 40 minutes.' 

EARN MONEY ON YOUTUBE To bring 
in extra revenue, Harriet linked her 
YouTube channel to her shop and is 
also aiming to monetise the channel 
through views. She discovered that 
before making any money from YouTube, 
there were certain criteria that needed 
to be fulfilled, including having 1000 
subscribers on your channel and having 
generated 4000 watch-time hours from 
your videos in a 12-month period. 


f§TO SLOW DOWN AND NOT TAKE ON 
TOO MUCH AT ONE TIME OR SAY YES TO EVERY 
PROJECT THAT COMES MYWAYff 
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TO SUBSCRIBE BY DIRECT DEBIT, 

SEND THE COMPLETED COUPON BELOW TO: 
FREEPOST Future Publishing Limited 

(No further address needed. No stamp required for UK only) 


YES! I would like to subscribe to Country Homes & Interiors: 


YOUR DETAILS 

MRS/MS/MISS/MR FORENAME 


SURNAME 


ADDRESS 


POSTCODE 


HOME TEL (INC AREA CODE) 

MOBILE PHONE NUMBER 


EMAIL ADDRESS 


By submitting your information, you agree to our Privacy Policy available at www.futureplc.com/privacy-policy/. 
Please keep me up to date with special offers and news from Country Homes & Interiors and other brands within 
Future Publishing Limited by email, * post, telephone and/or SMS. You can unsubscribe at any time. 


UK Annual Direct Debit: pay only £25.99 for 12 months, 
saving 55% (full price £58.40) 



DIRECT 
D«? b i t 



The perfect treat for any 
country lover (or yourself), 
choose a gif subscription 
this Christmas and enjoy 
inspiring country people, 
interiors ideas and real 
homes all year round 99 
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CONVENIENT HOME DELIVERY 
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WHEN PURCHASED AS A GIFT** 
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IDEAS PACKED INTO EVERY ISSUE 
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HOWTO DRESS 
WINDOWS 

REDESIGN A 
BEDROOM 

ELEGANT 

FIREPLACES 

THE COMFtEST 
ARMCHAIRS 


RENOVATED MINER'S COTTAVE 
NEW-BUILD BARN STUNNING LAKI 
VICTORIAN RESTORATION PROJECT 


PAINT SCHEMES 

INSPIRED BY NATURE'S 
SEASONAL SHADES 
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SUBSCRIBE 

12 ISSUES FOR £25.99, 
SAVING YOU 55%* 
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CHERISH & RENEW 



Show one-in-a-millionfavourites just how magical they are 
with an extra-thoughtful token of love and positivity 


SC MOV 


ST** i 

STM LIGHT 
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POSITIVE NEW BEGINNINGS 



1 A cheeky chap to keep you and your plants smiling. Small face pot, £15, Leaf Envy 2 Make mealtimes special. Personalised 
hand-painted plate, £35, White Rain Designs at Notonthehighstreet.com 3 Colour confidence with monthly letterbox drops! T-shirt 
subscriptions, from £18, The Yay Makers 4 Always remember magical moments. Mini photo book, £20, Papier 5 Beaded buddies 
for life. Magic bracelet, £40, Mishky at Anna 6 Because you bring me tea in bed... Townhouse mug gift set, £30, Anthropologie 
7 Capture a loved one's life journey. Personal writing service, from £375, Forever Stories 8 Up the step count with extra sparkle! 
Sneakers in Queen Silver, £169, Pretty Ballerinas 9 Put it out to the universe... Star of Wonder print, from £28 (unframed), Lucy Coggle 
10 Lush design with a luxurious finish. Peace Love and Liberty silk scarf, £75, Liberty London 


70 COUNTRY HOMES & INTERIORS 











PRESENT IDEAS 



CRAFTY CREATIYES 



1 About of boho for walls! Jungle love plant hanger macrame kit, from £20, Wool and the Gang 2 Decorate, then dunk in a cuppa! 

Gingerbread baubles DIY kit, £35, Biscuiteers 3 Personalise a new hobby. Terrazzo plant pot workshop kit, £45, Salt Studios 
4 Master hand lettering. Luxury modern calligraphy kit, £45, Wild Sea Calligraphy 5 Wild folk to cut out and embellish. Snow traveller 
hand puppet kit, £22, Samantha Allan at The Shop Floor Project 6 Translate nature into art. Cyanotype printing kit, £60, Jamjar Edit 

7 Crafty additions for creative projects . Woodbridge stars, £10 for four, Garden Trading 8 Sow and grow a bouquet. Growing gift set, 
£36, Paper Thin Moon 9 Make your mark! Paper stamp kit, £22, Nimi Projects 10 Stitch the smile miles. Floral sewing machine, £150, 
John Lewis & Partners 11 Become a sourdough aficionado! The Baker's Dozen kit, £56.50, Crumb 
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INDIE HEROES 



1 Elegant silhouette with a Grecian feel. Ochre vase, £76, Dar Leone 2 Keep precious rings safe. Ceramic ring cone, £10, Kabinshop 
3 Fill with mini treasures. Buds and butterflies stocking, £24, Lorna Syson 4 Embroidered details dive and deliver. Swimmers cushion 
cover, £45, Fine Little Day at Alice in Scandiland 5 Don't forget the tonic! Silver birch gin glass, £12, Emma Britton 6 Christmas robin 
design. Apron, £19.95; tote bag, £16.95; tea towel, £10.95, all Cherith Harrison 7 Brilliantly bright colour combos. Enamelware teapot, 
from £10.95, RE 8 Crafted cheer is the ultimate tablescape guest. Hand embroidered Christmas napkins, £95 for set of six, Craft Editions 
9 Re-group roaming cosmetics! Aluro make-up bag, £35, Eva Sonaike 10 Handcrafted from layers of sustainable plywood. Salt and 
pepper pinch pots, £23, Prior Shop. 11 Any excuse for a fromage fest! Cheese board, £27, Majid Furniture at Handmade in Britain 
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PRESENT IDEAS 



CONSCIOUS CAMPAIGNERS 



1 Channel sustainable style for lunch on the go. Eco-friendly travel kit, £15, That Girl in Green 2 Kick-start your waste-free journey. 

Eco-friendly three-month gift box subscription, £37.50, Zed Bees 3 Re-cycle! Urban cycle helmet, £79, Dashel 4 Made from plastic 
bottles and recycled clothes. Danube eco dog collar, £10.99, Project Blu 5 For mindful adventurers. Smith the roll pack 18ltr, £125, 
Millican 6 Alasting display of favourite blooms. Gin and tonic luxury bouquet, £65, Travelling Basket 7 Confidence-inspiring dangles. 

Double tear leatherette earrings, £12.50, One Of A Kind Club 8 Offer garden friends refreshment. Vierno wildlife drinker, £9, National 
Trust Shop 9 Happy, eco-conscious stoneware. Sunshine trinket dish, £4.50, Beci Callow at Authentic House 10 Take a hottie on 
walkies. Eco reusable coffee cup, £18, Olive & Berry 11 Breathable softies for tootsies! Carole sock gift box, £24.95, Thought 
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PRESENT IDEAS 



PAUSE AND PAMPER... 



1 Bedtime luxe. Kensington collection nightset, from £85, Fable & Eve 2 Warm up cold, wintry eves. Cosy Night In boxed gift, £50, 
Leith & Gray 3 Beautiful blooms for a gorgeous soul. The festive foliage, £30, Bloom & Wild 4 Curated thoughtfulness for the 
sophisticated. Hester gift edit, £40, Foke 5 A cosy home for chilly toes. Tan sheepskin mules, £32, Onaie 6 Nostalgic trips to the sea. 
Seashell headphones, £95, Unit Lab 7 Mood enhancing scents. Birdsong soy wax candle, £30, Lost in Scent 8 Regenerate skin with a 
beauty snooze. Dream Dream Dream facial oil, £28, Sleep Siren 9 Ahamperto pamper... Rest and restore wellbeing hamper, £200, 
Daylesford 10 A dairy-free mix of divine deliciousness! Organic dark chocolate truffles, £12.90, Love Cocoa 11 Nourish modern life 

through ancient techniques. Yang Sheng book, £15, Plumo 
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FEATURE HOLLY PHILLIPS 






















LIFE IN THE SLOW LANE 

Beds, Sofas and Furniture for Loafers 















Handmade Blue 
and Copper 
wrapping paper, 
£4.50 a sheet, 
from a selection 
at Curated Living 


with love & care 


Set up the wrapping station ready 
for action with a delightful mix of 
mindful and merry designs 



HOLLY PHILLIPS 



GIFT WRAP 





Spud-tacularfun! 

Get crafty with the humble 
potato and give your presents 
signature-style flair! Take 
inspiration from Annie Sloan's 
playful display of organic 
geometries and colour pops 
using her delicious chalk paints, 
DIY vegetable stamps and a 
stencil brush (the artistic flair is 
down to you!) 


Potato print gift 
wrap in Pure, Primer 
Red, Barcelona 
Orange, English 
Yellow, Antibes 
Green, Giverny and 
Napoleonic Blue 
chalk paint, from 
£5.95 each for 125ml, 
all Annie Sloan 


ECO- 

FRIENDL 


Quirky characters 


Spread the laughter as well as the love with 
off-the-wall, humorous designs - we're talking 
anthropomorphised animals and wacky motifs 
all the way! We adore Lorna Syson's uplifting, 

nature inspired 
patterns that 
translate species 
of birds in fun and 
utterly charming, 
re-imagined ways. 


Tropical birds 
Christmas 


wrapping paper, 
£2.50 a sheet, 
Lorna Syson 


This year, say adiosto single use wrapping that 
ends up in landfill and embrace the joy of 
giving gifts with a planet-loving conscience. 

(Clockwise, from top) Vegan and 
recyclable Bauble Noire 
wrapping paper, 
from £6.75, Curlicue. 

Wrapping paper sets 
with flower seed gift 
tags, £1.99 each, 1 
Tree Cards. Plantable 


gift tags, £6 for 10, 
Green Planet Paper 


GIFT GARNISH' 

For a magical finishing touch, add a novelty critter! Cox 
& Cox's mini wrapping charms provide a shiny, magpie 
detail and keepsake to be cherished for years to come. 
Woodland animals wrapping charms, £10.50 for six, 
Cox & Cox. Chris Mouse and Beary Merry Christmas gift 
tags, each £3 for pack of four. Mister Peebles 




(Clockwise, from top) Reusable 
gift bags, £20 for three, 

Forever Wraps Store at Etsy. 
Musubi Furoshiki, from £18, 
Nimi Projects. Gift wrap green, 
by Camille Wilkinson, 

(£12.99, Batsford) 


Forever wraps 

Make sustainable wrapping 
the norm with reusable fabric 
gift wrap - not an inch of 
sticky tape in sight! Inspired 
by Furoshiki, a traditional 
Japanese wrapping cloth, 
create beautifully knotted 
parcels that might make the 
return journey one day! 
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for our latest brochure 

nevillejohnson.co.uk | 0161873 8333 
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CHRI 


Take a mo< 
Christmas i) 
with elegam 
fabulous 
keepsake 
- all in a 
inspired by 
and spit 


spin on 
)he country 
mishings, 
\wers and 
orations ♦ 
h palette 
tive mulled 
sflattes 


MAKE AN 
ENTRANCE 


Wrap your front door 
with ribbon, sealed with 
a wreath, for a spirit of 
festive anticipation. 
Choose dried and 
seasonal flowers and 
berries, with gilded 
cones for a subtle glow. 


* i 








































SIMPLY 

CHRISTMAS 


Bring a modern country 
feel to a living room 
with sumptuous 
signature seating, 
elegant homeware and 
lush foliage. Neatly 
turned legs, narrow lines 
and accent angles all 
sharpen the look for a 
smart finish. 
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SEASONAL DECOR 
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SEASONAL DECOR 



RIBBONS, FLOWERS A 
FOLIAGE ADD A 
COUNTRYTOUCHTO 
STAIRCASES A 
THE ROOM WITH SCEN 
CHOOSE LARGE 
HEADED BLOOMS FORA 
COLOURFUL STATEMENT 
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CONCOCT A 
CLASSIC 


Blend cocktails 
beautifully in delicate 
glass beakers. No need 
for complicated 
detailing here as the 
minimal style draws the 
eye to the drink. 
















Get in the mood for 
entertaining with a 
dining room decorated 
in festive shades - 
moody mulberry, gold 
and spice conjure the 
spirit of Christmas. 
Decorate the table with 
simple dinnerware and 
a runner of foliage 
along the middle. 




















SEASONAL DECOR 



ANDMADE PLACE 
SETTINGS MAKE GUESTS 
FEEL EXTRA WELCOME. 
PLACE ATREAT INSIDE A 
CARDBOARD ROLL, 
WRAP CREPE PAPER 
AROUND, THEN TIETHE 
ENDS WITH RIBBON. 
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SEASONAL DECOR 





USE SEASONAL FRUITTO 
DRESS CORNERS AND 
VISTAS. HURRICANES 
AND VASES PILED HIGH 
TH POMEGRANATES 
ARE AN EASY DECOR 


DETAIL 


AL EFFORT 


FOR MAXIMALIST SALE. 
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FEATURE/ART DIRECTION SARA BIRD STYLING SELINA LAKE STYLING ASSISTANTS 

SARAH PRALL, CLAIRE PARKIN PHOTOGRAPHS MAX ATTENBOROUGH 


ALL THE DETAILS, 
PRODUCTS & PRICES 



PAGE 79 



PAGES 80-81 



PAGES 82-83 



PAGES 84-85 
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MAKE AN ENTRANCE 

Front door in Lichen exterior eggshell, £71 for 
2.5ltr, Farrow & Ball. Red Samba braid, £21 m, 
GP&J Baker. Wreath made using a 14-inch wire 
frame, 59p; fresh moss, £3.99; florist wire, 

£1.99; heather plants, £2.49 each, all 
Longacres Garden Centre. Dried pink 
larkspur, £7.95 a bunch; Ruscus preserved 


dried red leaves, £16.95 a bunch, Hops and 
Flowers by Essentially Hops. Gold cones, 
£3.49 for a mixed bag, The Danes at Home. 
Petal Pink velvet ribbon, £8, Rowen & Wren. 
Peach velvet ribbon, £49m, Hobbycraft. Black 
lantern (just seen on right), £49.95, Graham 
and Green. Planters, from a selection, 

Burford Garden Company 


SIMPLY CHRISTMAS 

Walls in Card Room Green estate emulsion, 
£47.95 for 2.5ltr, Farrow & Ball. Pre-lit Christmas 
tree, £375; paper stars, £18.50 for set of two; 
coffee table, £175, all Cox & Cox. Cullingworth 
rug, £380; sheepskin rug, £125, both Neptune. 
Elsa armchair, £1,195, Graham and Green. 
Angelo sofa, from £4,275; Clyde lamp table, 
£1,310, both Pinch. Wisteria lamp with shade, 
£253, Pooky. Candleholder, £69; Cocoa Brown 
floral cushion, £59; gold leaf plate, £28, all 
Rockett St George. Tealight holder, £2.95, 

Rex London. Champagne glass, £75 for two, 
LSA International. Grey throw, £250, Oggetto. 
Terracotta velvet cushion, £36, Folk Interiors. 
Pink pom-pom trim cushion, £29.99, Waltons & 


Co. Orange velvet cushion, from a selection at 
Bungalow. Paintings, £300 each, A G Horne 
Antiques. Glass baubles, from £16.95 each, 
Artifactually. Presents wrapped in papers from 
Bungalow and Lagom Designs 

YOU'RE INVITED 

Fornasetti Senza Tempo Chiavi Segrete 
wallpaper, £175 a roll, Cole and Son. Console 
table, £250, Cox & Cox. Chair, £249; cushion, 
£38, both Graham and Green. Walter table 
lamp, £615, Original BTC. Candles, from a 
selection at Shearer candles and Chase and 
Wonder. Brass pot, £30, Raj Tent Club. Vase, 
planter and pot, Folk Interiors. Honeycomb 
ball, £4.75, The Danes at Home 


HEAVENLY STAIRWAYS 

Walls in Card Room Green estate emulsion, 
£47.95 for 2.5ltr; woodwork in Pigeon estate 
eggshell, £64 per 2.5ltr, Farrow & Ball. 

Red botanical pure silk ribbon and Safari 
Sunset silk ribbon, £15 for 2m, Cfleurs Designs 
at Etsy. Presents wrapped in paper and 
ribbons from a selection at Bungalow, 

Lagom Designs and Jane Means 


CONCOCT A CLASSIC 

Woodwork in French Gray estate eggshell, 
£64 for 2.5ltr, Farrow & Ball. Antiqued mirror 
side table, £180, Pikes at Rockett St George; 
gold bar kit, £60, both Rockett St George. 
Brass dish, £6.95, Rex London. Grooved Green 
glass carafe, £30; glasses, £54 for six, Raj Tent 
Club. Pink champagne glass, £75 for two; 

Pink Gems number glasses, £40 for set of four, 
all LSA International 


JOIN US ATTHETABLE 

19th-century oak dining table, similar from 
£1,200; 18th-century sideboard, similar from 
£3,000, both A G Horne Antiques. Walls in 
Eating Room Red estate emulsion, £47.95 for 
2.5ltr; woodwork in Down Pipe estate eggshell, 
£64 for 2.5ltr, both Farrow & Ball. Cross back 
dining chairs in Black, £250 each, Cox & Cox. 
Zayne metal armchairs, £128 each, Graham 
and Green. Paper star; napkins; baubles; 
pink bowls, from a selection at Bungalow. Luce 
candlesticks, from £20 each, Oggetto. Trifle 
bowl, £65; Champagne flutes, £40 for two, 

LSA International. Candles, from a selection at 
Shearer Candles. Water glasses, £32 for four; 


honeycomb balls, £9.50 for set of two, all Rockett 
St George. Gold wire lights, £12.95, Rex London 

PARTY FAVOUR 

Handmade tea Christmas house Advent 
calendar, £42.95, The Letteroom. Fornasetti 
Senza Tempo Chiavi Segrete 114/26050 
wallpaper (as gift wrap), £175 a roll, Cole and 
Son. Wax seal set, £13.99, The Danes at Home. 
Candles, from a selection at Shearer Candles. 
Black jute place mat, £16 for two, Nordic House. 
Enchanted Forest plate, £25, Chase and Wonder. 
Pink side plate, £20,1st London at Heals. Gold 
effect cutlery, £80 for 16-piece set, Cox & Cox. 
Snowflake bauble, £16.95, Artifactually 


RICH PICKINGS 

Walls in Card Room Green estate emulsion, 
£47.95 for 2.5ltr; woodwork in Pigeon estate 
eggshell, £64 for 2.5ltr, both Farrow & Ball. 
Clyde lamp table, £1,310, Pinch. Medium 
Newington hurricane vase, £56, Neptune. 

Obi brass lantern, £29.95, Nkuku. Amber Noir 
multiwick candle, £15; church candle, £6, both 


Shearer Candles. Luna brass candle 
centrepiece, £38, Rowen & Wren. Burgundy 
dinner candles, £8 for six, Nordic House. Brass 
bowl, £75 for set of four with brass spoons, Raj 
Tent Club. Peach ceramic vase, from a selection 
at Bungalow. Veen glass vase, £46; Inka Kana 
pot in Sienna, £41.50, both Folk Interiors. 
Amber Fail glass, £29.95 for four, Nkuku 
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03444 171 400 


REQUEST OUR BROCHURE 


THE PARTY BARN 


sales@juliusbahn.co.uk 


www.juliusbahn.co.uk 


- CALL FOR YOUR FREE DESIGN CONSULTATION - 



















FEATURE SOPHIE GALE PHOTOGRAPHS HEN ROBINSON; 
ALEX SMITH; CAIRNGORM REINDEER 



LOCAL HERO 


Reindeer on the 
move; a bull 
reindeer; Carol 
feeding Scrabble 


«*.. A 


care 


It’s a h 

for the Cairngorms 
herd of reindeer** 

Longtime hill walker Carol Parsons volunteers 
with the UK's only free-roaming herd 


My first close encounter with the 
reindeer of the Scottish Highlands 
was 30 years ago. I used to go hill 
walking regularly in the Cairngorms 
National Park, where they roam freely, 
whenever my work allowed. I had 
seen herds many times but on this 
occasion, one spring, I was in the 
car park at the Reindeer Company's 
main base, nearthe village of 
Glenmore, in Aviemore. Suddenly 
three reindeer heads popped up 
right alongside me! 

I was immediately captivated by 
these enchanting animals, at once 
so wild and yet so inquisitive and 
gentle. From then on, at every visit 
I would glean all I could about their 
habits from the knowledgeable 
herders who look after them. I started 
to take on a supporting role as a 
volunteer and now that I am retired 
I make the one hour's drive from 
where I live in Elgin, Moray, several 
times a year to help the herders. 

My volunteering takes place 
midway up the mountains, at 
600m altitude, in a 1,200-acre 
enclosure. At 4,500 square 
kilometres, the Cairngorms is the 


UK's largest park. The enclosure is 
where the females are homed 
during the May calving season, and 
some of the males are also brought 
throughout the summer and 
autumn. I assist in guided hill trips to 
the enclosure, sometimes aiding the 
herders to corral the animals. 

At Christmas, the reindeer are 
dressed up with red harnesses and 
attached to a sleigh, dotted with 
beautiful lanterns. If you're lucky - 
and have feed - you might find 
yourself on the receiving end of some 
prickly kisses! They are all friendly 
and such characters, though some 
more shy than others. We also take 
the sleigh to towns around the 
Highlands. Wonderful fun forthe 
young, and young at heart! 

Reindeer were first introduced to 
the Cairngorms in the modern era 
in 1952 by a Swedish couple, 
Mikel Utsi and his wife Dr Ethel 
Lindgren. Visiting Scotland for their 
honeymoon, they were struck by the 
similarities to reindeer pastures they 
had seen in Lapland. They brought 
eight Swedish reindeer across by 
boat and founded the Reindeer 


Company. Since then the herd has 
grown to 150 free-ranging animals. 
The reindeer benefit the park's 

ecology in many ways. Herders 
have found birds' nests made almost 
entirely from reindeer fur. And the 
park's snow buntings, one of the 
only non-migrating species of bird 
here, are able to access food during 
snow by pecking in the footprints 
the reindeer leave as they move 
over the ground. It gives me great 
satisfaction to think that my 
contribution, however small, is 
helping enable the reindeer to thrive 
in this environment. 

I missed the animals during 
lockdown and couldn't wait to get 
back out into the hills. In July I 
hiked up to the top station and 
stood, looking out over the land, 
with only birdsong breaking the 
silence. I felt overwhelmed with 
gratitude for everything the reindeer 
have brought to my life - it was a 
spiritual moment. For me, and for 
many thousands of others, they have 
created magical memories. 

To adopt a reindeer or plan a trip, 
visit cairngormreindeer.co.uk 
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MAKE A HOUSE A HOME 


North Pole Christmas 
crackers, £36 for six, 
Nancy & Betty Studio 


GO GREEN 



Aromatic evergreens will 
make gorgeous table 
garlands and decorations. 
Stems of spruce, 
eucalyptus or ivy can be 
bunched together with 
twine or laid loosely 
together and topped 
with blush red 
pomegranates and 
a silky scarlet ribbon 
for a splash of traditional 
Christmas colour. Over 
the mantel, a pine wreath 
decorated with fairy 
lights and twinkling 
candles will set a 


WOODLAND WONDERS 



A FEAST 

for the eyes 

Fromforaging forfoliage 
to making fruity garlands, 
it’s the personal touches that 
make festive dining special 


Faux eucalyptus fir cone garland, 
£14.99, Gisela Graham. 
Miniature owl baubles, £40 for 
25, Cox & Cox. Fiddle 
vintage cutlery, £75 for a 
16-piece set, Habitat 
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MIX IT UP 

For cool and cosy country-style, 
a pretty red and white floral 
tablecloth finished with a ruby 
red runner and teamed with 
contrasting tartan napkins will 
set the mood. Top with a mix of 
tableware in clashing patterns, 
but choose similar colours and 
tones throughout for cohesion. 
The idea is for it to look casually 
convivial rather than careless. 
For an additional festive flavour, 
line the back of a glass dresser 
with Christmas wrapping paper. 




ft* 







“ / t T w 






























KEEP IT SIMPLE 

Making table decorations is a fun 
way to involve the whole family 
in the preparations for the big day. 
A roll of brown paper dotted with 
pretty potato prints is instantly 
transformed into a simple and 
stylish table runner. Make your 
own scented garlands with orange 
slices, dried in the oven on the 
lowest setting for around 3-4 hours, 
then string them together with 
cinnamon sticks and pine cones. 


STRONG TIES 

Filling a tall glass vase with eucalyptus 
and ilex berries is a simple seasonal 
centrepiece that can be enhanced by 
scattering extra stems along a table 
runner and dotting with pine cones, 
red and white pillar candles and tea 
lights in pretty frosted glasses. Tie 
cloth napkins with red ribbons and, for 
an extra flourish, attach beautiful bows 
to each chair, tied with wired ribbon. 


SIMPLE 
STYLE 

Mixed faux 
eucalyptus berry 
wreath, £85, Marquis 
& Dawe. Harbour 
stripe napkin in Black 
and Ecru, £70 for four, 
Tori Murphy. Portmore 
tumblers, £20 for four, 
Garden Trading 
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STYLISH SERVICE 

Stack a dining room dresser 
with crockery, cutlery, glassware 
and all you'll need for holiday 
breakfasts, lunches and dinners, 
and you'll have an elegant 
serving station that will make 
Christmas entertaining effortless. 
Pepper the surfaces with pretty 
plants, simple white tea light 
holders and beautiful bowls 
of colourful fruit for charming 
festive flourishes, and don't 
forget that all-important 
Bluetooth speaker for 
streaming carols and favourite 
Christmas crooners. 


MAKE A HOUSE A HOME 











COUNTRY CHIC 

Plantable paper 
tags, £6 for 10, 
Green Planet Paper. 
Rattan charger in 
natural, £14, Rebecca 
Udall. Broadwell bottle, 
£11, Garden Trading 


MAKE IT 
PERSONAL 


Style your own recyclable 
crackers with these fillable 
recycled card crackers. 
Cram them with sweets, 
homemade treats, paper 
hats or whatever takes 
your fancy and write 
personalised notes, good 



Similar hand-marbled 
paper, £25 for a 
50x70mm sheet, 
Choosing Keeping 



luck wishes or favourite 
jokes for each one. 


BIOPHILIC BEAUTY 

For a verdant and textural tablescape, swap mats for moss place settings. 
Naturally preserved moss can be bought from a florist or garden centre, 
or use a wreath base. These gorgeously green mounts perfectly suit a 
wooden table dressed with a runner in a coordinating natural shade, 
such as muted blue. Handmade soaps wrapped in beautiful marbled 
paper make an eco alternative to throwaway favours. 

3 OF THE BEST CHAMPAGNE FLUTES 




Raise a toast 

1. Artland Alpine 
champagne flute, 
£27.50 for two, 

Not Just Jugs 

2. Champagne saucer, 

£49.95 for four, 
Annabel James 

3. Liberty flute, £22 for 
four, Ford Anthology 
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FEATURE JACKY PARKER PHOTOGRAPHS 

PAUL RAESIDE, DAVID BRITTAIN, POLLY ELTES 
















BRANCH OUT 

Create a wonderful winter 
woodland theme with forest 
finds and simple trinkets. A 
fallen silver birch tree branch 
carefully threaded between 
two pendants and festooned 
with sprigs of trailing ivy and 
treasured baubles makes an 
elegant, earthy festive feature 
to hang overhead. On the table 
a pale linen tablecloth and 
white china scattered with 
pine cones, fairy lights and 
faux antlers will give the feel 
of a snowy forest floor. 


GATHERING HOLLY, IVY AND 
PINE CONES ON A WOODLAND 
WALK IS A LOVELY WAY TO MARK 
THE START OF ADVENTffl I 


JACKY PARKER, STYLE CONTENT EDITOR 





























COMFORT 

and joy 

WITH THIS YEAR'S WINTER ENTERTAINING 
SETTO BE A LITTLE MORE LOW-KEY 
THAN USUAL, OUR LIVING ROOM 
LINE-UP FOCUSES ON ENJOYING COSY 
FESTIVE GATHERINGS WITH LOVED ONES 




A similar living room 

by Nicky Dobree 
Interior Design would 
cost around £60,000 
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MOOD LIGHTING 

Lighting can make or break 
the atmosphere in your living 
room. Design experts love a 
layered approach that can be 
dialled up, or down, as required. 
Interior designer Nicky Dobree 
recommends using plenty of 
lamps to cast a soft, warm light 
across the room at a lower level. 
Instead of a lone central pendant, 
she prefers indirect spotlights, 
on dimmers if possible. 'They're 
more discreet and can be hidden 
in the beams,' she says. 
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LIVING ROOM IDEAS 



BACK TO NATURE 

'We're seeing a lot more 
terracotta, clay and rust colours 
coming through,' says Charlie 
Marshall, founder of Loaf, which 
has introduced 10 new fabrics in 
edible shades, such as Caramel, 
Pinky Peanut and Praline. These 
tones are ideally suited in a 
country setting and can be 
softened with a neutral off-white 
backdrop. Velvet is a relatively 
new trend that's gaining traction 
on sofas, and a great way to fast 
track a bit of luxury into your 
living room. For stress-free 
entertaining, go for modern 
'smart' or 'clever' velvet, which is 
designed to be stain resistant. 


Jonesy sofa in new 
Praline plush velvet, from 
£1,195; Oops-a-lazy 
footstool in Stone vintage 
linen, £665; Shaggy rug, 
from £225, all Loaf 
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Wicker top side table, 
£90 for two; textured knitted 
cushion, £30; diamond 
quilted reversible cushion, 
£25; tartan cushion with 
leather strap details, £40; 
textured knitted throw in 
Grey, £75; cable knit pouffe 
in Pale Whisper, £80; textured 
knit pouffe, £80, all Amara 


TEXTURE PLAY 

When the weather outside is 
frightful, there's nothing like 
snuggling up on a cosy sofa. 

A biannual cushion update from 
summery cottons and linens 
to more cosseting fabrics can 
be all it takes to ready your 
living room for winter. Texture 
is an important aspect of 
choosing winter textiles. Look 
for the softest wool throws in 
chunky and rib knits and faux 
fur cushions,' says Sam Hood, 
creative director at Amara. 
'Neutral colours are great for 
developing a warm look that wi 
resonate well in a country home.' 


v, 
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£700, both Neptune 


When it comes to planning the 
layout of your living room, an 
attractive fireplace will always 
make a fabulous focal point. 
Just don't position seating too 
near and risk cooking your 
guests! You'll also need enough 
space to put more logs on the 
fire - at least 50cm clearance 
is recommended. A centrally 
located coffee table is ideal 
for hosting drinks and reading 
material, but it shouldn't be an 
obstacle or make sofa access 
tricky. Aim for about 30-40cm 
clearance all around. Pull sofas 
away from the walls if possible. 


■j0f 
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LIVING ROOM IDEAS 



GATHER ROUND 

'When choosing a coffee 
table, it's important to 
think about how it will be 
positioned in the room, 
as well as how it will work with 
the existing aesthetic. Avoid 
anything too on-trend, as you 
may find that you tire of it 
quickly and it will need to be 
replaced,' says Emma Sims 
Hilditch, founder and creative 
director at Sims Hilditch. 'We 
love to push two identical 
coffee tables together.' 


2 
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LIVING ROOM IDEAS 





Curtains in Olive in Ink, 
£110m; blind in Charlotte 
in Midnight, £144m; sofa 
in Arlo in Berry, £126m; 
chairs in George Check 
in Tangerine, £104m, all 
George Spencer Designs 


GROWN-UP GOALS 

For a more adult 
entertaining space, 
pick shapely furniture 
with elegance and grace. 
Symmetry is key, but don't 
over-play the coordination 
or it may appear stiff and 
unwelcoming. To create 
a sophisticated look, 
it's important to choose 
things you really like or 
cherish. Avoid anything 
too gimmicky and don't 
try to match everything,' 
says Tim Walters, 
managing director at 
George Spencer Designs. 
'The most relaxing homes 
should be a reflection 
of who we are, evolving 
and growing with us over 
time to create a natural 
form of layering in 
design and colour.' 


DRESSED 
TO IMPRESS 

Never underestimate the 
cosseting capabilities of 
curtains. Adding comfort 
in a way blinds never can, 
curtains can be used to 
dress even the smallest 
of windows and will help 
keep the heat inside 
in the process. Even if 
your window is small or 
awkwardly placed, as in 
this country cottage, a 
thickly lined curtain can 
add colour and warmth. 
Here, Sanderson has used 
a single outsized curtain 
to make the small offset 
window appear bigger. 
'Generous curtains in 
earthy tones create the 
perfect backdrop for cosy 
nights by the fireplace,' 
says Rebecca Craig, lead 
designer at Sanderson. 



Curtains in Quercus, £69m; 
walls in New Silver, £47 for 
2.5ltr; Sofa in Melford Stripe, 
£39m; cushions in Orchard 
Tree Weave, Orchard Tree 
and Melford, from £39m 
each, all Sanderson 
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LIMITED 


Experience the Indulgent 
Luxury of 100% Merino Wool 

A perfect blend of style and luxurious comfort. The PETER HAHN 
Cardigan is made of "Softwool", a fine, high quality merino wool 
famous for its unique and incredibly soft feel. The pretty melange 
of colours show this yarn to its best advantage. The long, casual 
style with ribbed cuffs, hem and pocket openings will complement 
any outfit for the changing season ahead. 

And with £50 OFF PLUS FREE DELIVERY when you 
order today, it's a little luxury at an exquisite price. 


WAS 


£50 OFF 

+ FREE P&P 

502 487 El 


only £69 

£50 OFF PLUS FREE DELIVERY 

^ For a limited time only * 



AVAILABLE IN 
7 GREAT COLOURS 

Light Grey 816 173 El 

Ice Blue 807 875 El 

Medium Grey 820 266 El 

Natural 816 256 El 

Blue 807 677 El 

Red 807 878 El 

Black 820 290 El 


COMPLETE THE LOOK 


Round neck top by PETER HAHN in a 

shorter design with 3/4-length sleeves. 

Was £55- NOW ONLY £39 


Brown/grey 

875 112 El 

Ice blue 

940 809 El 


Brown/taupe 

875 104 El 

Red/white 

940 810 El 


Black/brown 

875 107 El 

Marine/white 

940 825 El 



ALL SIZES ONE PRICE. Available in: 10, 12, 14, 16, 18, 20, 22, 24, 26 



MACHINE 

WASHABLE 


100% GUARANTEE 


Should you not be 100% satisfied with a purchase you 


may return it with proof of purchase at any time for a full refund. 


Call FREE and quote 502 487 El to get this great offer 

0800 054 2120 


Or shop online and quote 502 487 El 

peterhahn.co.uk/special 


HURRY LIMITED OFFER! 


*The offer is only valid once, until 31.12.20, and only for this cardigan and top. Cannot be combined with other current offers. No compensation in cash. 100% Satisfaction guarantee; 
ordered articles may be returned at any time for exchange or refund if not suitable. Articles must be returned with a proof of purchase. PETER HAHN Limited • Woodview Road 
• Paignton • Devon • TQ4 7SR • Registered No. 3341321. Your privacy is important to us. To find out about our privacy policy please eithervisitpeterhahn.co.uk/dataprotection or telephone us for free on 08000542120. 








































A BIT ON 

THE SIDE 

TREAT TABLEWARE TO A SWISH NEW HOME, 
WITH A SIDEBOARD THAT PROVIDES EXTRA 
SURFACE AREA FOR SERVING FROM, TOO 


POLISHED FINISH 

For opulent design with a 
difference, say bonjour to this 
material-blending muse of 
marble, iron and glass. 
Providing ample storage 
space for essentials, there's 
room to nest items discreetly, 
or showcase pride 
possessions behind see- 
through doors. 

Mikko large sideboard, £895, 
Graham and Green 
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FURNITURE BUYER'S GUIDE 



MANGO MANIA 


Store all the more in this generous 
piece, which thoughtfully boasts 
two drawers and two doors. A 
distressed chalky finish makes this 
mango wood character a prime choice 
for classic country schemes. 

Maison two-door two-drawer sideboard 
in Albany and Moss Grey, £645, 

Barker and Stonehouse 



MODERN LUXE 

This chic silhouette combines 
a natural pine wood top and 
classic bronze handles with a 
contemporary colour finish, for 
the ultimate blend of modern- 
meets-rustic style. 

Canterbury sideboard with three 
drawers in Grey, £219, Noa & Nani 



iiCREATE BESPOKE 
SOLUTIONS WITH FREE¬ 
STANDING CABINETRY 
THAT YOU CAN ADD 
TO, TO CREATE FLEXIBLE 
MODULAR STORAGE 


DESIGNER 
TEXTURE 

Showcasing a solid dovetailed 
ash carcass and a trio of doors 
made of coppiced chestnut 
shakes that are skillfully split 
into thins, this cabinet is a true 
celebration of craftsmanship. 
We adore its layered textures 
and light, honeyed tones. 
Shake sideboard, £3,995, 
Sebastian Cox at Benchmark 


— 

| 


«COUNTRY CHARMER 

Boasting heaps of relaxed charisma 
while bringing plentiful storage and 
fresh appeal to your kitchen or dining 
room, the three roomy drawers, two 
large cupboards and two open cubbies 
with wicker baskets welcome all your 
table linen, tea towels and kitchenware. 
Farmhouse painted large sideboard, 

£299, The Cotswold Company 
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FURNITURE BUYER'S GUIDE 
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a SOLID ASH 

Balanced proportions and curved details 
lend a graceful appearance to this striking 
addition, which benefits from soft-close door 
and drawer pulls finished in black steel 
or brass. Available in a range of finishes, 
including whitened and dark wood. 
Verso large sideboard, £2,440, Ercol 
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. SQUIRREL & STASH 

This chalky grey wonder is made from 
solid reclaimed fir recovered from old 
buildings. Pop it in the kitchen, dining 
room or even bathroom to add handy 
drawers and shelves for out of sight, 
out of mind storage... 

Grand teardrop sideboard, £895, Loaf 


66CHOOSE A PIECE 
WITH A TEXTURED 
FACADE FOR 
AN ADDED 
DIMENSION OF 
TACTILE INTERESTS 


VINTAGE INDUSTRIAL 

Provide your living space with reams of 
storage, keeping things organised and 
tidy while adding a striking feature with 
this brooding, traditional piece. An 
attractive combination of open cubby 
holes and compact drawers offers 
versatile display-and-hide options. 
Three-drawer cube unit in Antique Black/ 
Brass, £499.95, Grand Illusions 
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I GENTLE CURVES 

An innovative mechanism allows 
the front doors to concertina into 
the back of the cabinet, making it 
the perfect space-saving solution 
for cosier rooms. Behind the 
doors, there are four shelves for 
storing books and media bits, 
while the exterior enchants 
the eye with modern legs and 
Danish-crafted, turned handles. 
Glide oak sideboard, £999, Heal's 
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I SPOTLIGHT STEALER 

Elevate your home with a standalone 
statement design. Dazzling all the senses 
with its decorative inlaid acacia and 
brass-dad sections that showcase the 
natural hones of the wood, this is one for 
pattern lovers. 

Harvey sideboard, £930, Perch & Parrow 
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THE FINEST OAK FRAMED BUILDINGS 

MADE IN ENGLAND 



request a free design consultation www.primeoakxo.uk 01384 296611 


ORANGERIES | GARDEN ROOMS | GARAGES | ANNEXES | HOME OFFICES | CONSERVATORIES | STABLES 



HOMESANDGARDENS.COM 


Inspiring spaces 


Beautiful product ■ Fascinating people 




























































Stylish carpets 

&RUNNERS 


CHOOSE FLOORING THAT'S SOFT UNDERFOOT 
FOR A SNUG, WINTER UPDATE -TAKE YOUR 
PICK FROM PLAIN TO PATTERNED, AND 
A HOST OF TONES AND TEXTURES 



CHECK MATE 

Handcrafted on traditional looms, this deep pile carpet is made 
from 100% undyed wool, woven onto a base of cotton and secured 
by Latex, enhancing its natural bounce and insulating properties. 

Part of Alternative Flooring's Eco collection, its subtle checked weave 
gives the carpet an elegant appearance, while its grey earthy tones 
and natural irregularities will let the odd speck of dust go unnoticed, 
making it a family-friendly option, too. 
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ROOM ELEMENTS 



NATURAL LOOK 

The rich golden tones and rustic 
texture of this boucle sisal would 
work well in most modern, country 
homes, particularly in a boot room 
or communal space where you come 
in from the outdoors. Not only does 
it connect well visually, sisal is made 
from the leaf fibre of the plant Agave 
Sisalana and spun into a yarn, so it's 
strong, versatile and hard-wearing, 
making it suitable for busy areas. 


RUPERT ANTON, THE CARPET FOUNDATION 


FOR AREAS OR HEAVY 
WEAR, THE BEST MIX IS 80% 
WOO LAND 20% SYNTHETIC 
FIBRE SO YOU COMBINE THE 
BEST ELEMENTS OF BOTHff 



WALL TO WALL 

Carpeting the hallway will guarantee a warm 
welcome to your home. 'Patterns are perfect 
for high-traffic areas, such as hallways, where 
dust and dirt are repeatedly trodden into 
the carpet,' says Lisa Conway, residential 
marketing manager at Brintons. 'The texture 
of wool coupled with a warm colour is a great 
way to build a comfortable decor scheme.' 



GO BESPOKE 

If wall-to-wall carpet is not your thing, but 
you enjoy the comfort and cosiness of 
something soft underfoot, go to Grosvenor 
Wilton for a custom-made rug from its Design 
Folio collection. The prestigious carpet 
manufacturer has a huge archive of modern 
and heritage designs and can craft a bespoke 
carpet or rug to any size or specification. 


COUNTRY HOMES & INTERIORS 109 











FEATURE JACKY PARKER 
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MAKE AN ENTRANCE 

Set the tone of your home with an eye-catching runner in the hallway. 
'It's the first space visitors see and, because you simply pass through, it's 
a great opportunity to be adventurous,' says Jane Armstrong, head of 
sales at Roger Oates Design. 'Decide whether you want your runner to 
be the "hero" in a bold design or vibrant colour, or to complement other 
elements. It's easier to tone paint to flooring than the other way around.' 



3 OF THE BEST RUGS 



1. Flags New Zealand wool rug in Coral, £345sq m, Jennifer Manners 2. Maxime rug made 
from recycled plastic bottles in Blue, 240x170cm, £365, Weaver Green 3. Tambo New 
Zealand wool and bamboo silk rug in Emerald, £1,195sq m, A Rum Fellow 
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ROOM ELEMENTS 



SPLASH OF COLOUR 

Bring warmth to a large open 
staircase with a striped sisal 
runner in a mix of colourful and 
muted hues. As well as creating 
an attractive, modern appearance, 
the natural grass fibre flooring 
will muffle sound and soften 
heavy footsteps as family members 
climb up and down the stairs. 
Continue the runner along the 
landing for a cohesive look. 


rfe&'f firknMV- • ■ 

Buying carpets 

■ CONSIDER THE ROOM and your family 
circumstances. A bedroom, for example, 
takes far less wear than a stair carpet. 

■ IF YOU CHOOSE A RUNNER... Leave 
between 5-15cm of sub-floor exposed 
either side of it for the best look. 

■ A PROFESSIONAL CARPET INSTALLER IS 

ESSENTIAL 'Fitting is a skill and all carpets 
should be fitted in accordance with BS5352, 
the British Standard for the installation 
of textile floor coverings,' says Rupert 
Anton of the The Carpet Foundation. 

■ BUY A GOOD QUALITY RUBBER CRUMB 

and felt underlay. It will prolong the life 
of your carpet and feel softer underfoot. 

■ BUY FROM A CARPET FOUNDATION MEMBER 

They work under a Code of Practice approved 
by the Chartered Trading Standards Institute. 

■ WOOL CARPETS NEED CAREFUL CLEANING 

To clean spillages, Lisa Conway, residential 
marketing manager at Brintons, says: 'Use 
a blotting/dabbing action, or if available, a 
wet suction vacuum cleaner. Do not rub as 
this will cause the pile to burst.' 



PURE AND SIMPLE 

Soft and sumptuous, this Rare Breeds Loop 
carpet is made from undyed wool, blended into 
pale neutral shades. It has a tog rating of 1.57, 
so can be used with underfloor heating. 'For 
underfloor heating to operate efficiently, the 
thermal resistance of the carpet and underlay 
should not exceed 2.5 togs, which means over 
90% of carpets and underlays are suitable,' says 
Rupert Anton of The Carpet Foundation. 
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THE TAP THAT 
DOES IT ALL 


100°C BOILING, CHILLED AND SPARKLING WATER 


With a Quooker in your kitchen you always have 100°C boiling water alongside regular hot and cold. 
Add a CUBE and you will also have chilled, filtered sparkling water - all from the same tap. 
When you purchase a CUBE at quooker.co.uk, installation is just £99 + plus you will receive 
5 CO 2 cylinders FREE - the equivalent of 300 litre-bottles of sparkling water. 

Only when you quote code CHI/11. 

Go to quooker.co.uk for our autumn offer.* 

Manchester Showroom - Open Monday - Saturday 10.00 - 16.00 

*Already have a Quooker tap? Visit quooker.co.uk to see if your system is compatible with a Quooker CUBE. 

Call 0345 833 3333 or email enquiries@quooker.co.uk for help. tUsually £384. 


Quooker - 














KITCHEN PROJECT 



PROJECT 

PROFILE 


Owners Megan and Nick 
Parkin live here. Their two 
children have left home, 
but are frequent visitors. 

House A four-bedroom, 

19th-century, former grain 
mill in a small village near 
Winchester, Hampshire. 

Project A modern 
extension made way for a 
bigger kitchen and dining 
space with views of the newly 
landscaped gardens. 

Kitchen size 
Around 8x4m 

Designer Guy Bristow 
of Woodstock Furniture. 

Cabinetry Bespoke solid 
wood cabinetry by Woodstock 
Furniture, painted in Down 
Pipe by Farrow & Ball. 


The linear detail on the 
island cabinetry is a 
subtle modern twist, 
designed to help it 
stand out as the 
room's centrepiece 


BLENDING in 


MODERN FINISHES MERGE PEACEFULLY WITH OLD, 
GIVING MEGAN AND NICK PA R DAL A- BEAUTIFUL 
OPEN-PLAN SPACE FOR ENTERTAINING 


COUNTRY HOMES & INTERIORS 113 



























The larder unit has 
door-activated lighting 
and is kitted out with 
a cool shelf, solid oak 
spice racks and drawers 



The worktops in the 
extension are made 
from striking quartzite, 
a natural stone with 
beautiful veining. 

The couple chose a 
honed finish for its 
matt appearance 


W hen there is genuine synergy 
between kitchen-maker and 
homeowner, the results speak 
for themselves, and this beautifully 
curated kitchen is a great case in point. 'We had an idea 
to create an eclectic space that didn't necessarily look 
like a kitchen but still remained very practical,' says 
Megan. 'Woodstock's designer, Guy, was really 
accommodating and helped us build on this concept.' 

The Parkins' kitchen plans were part of a bigger dream 
to transform the entire ground floor of their home. The 
renovations involved removing the original exterior wall 
and front door and adding a large contemporary glass, 
steel and brick extension that included a new entrance 
hall. 'Previously, the kitchen was compact with limited 
light,' says Megan. 'We wanted a kitchen that felt 
like it was in the garden with plenty of light - 
somewhere we could spend most of our day.' 

Plotting the layout of the new kitchen wasn't 
straightforward. 'It was important to ensure the old 


kitchen space was used rather than just a thoroughfare 
to the extension,' says Megan. The solution involved 
clever zoning, with the washing up and food storage 
areas in the footprint of the old kitchen, and the cooking 
and food prep areas in the much lighter extension. 'It 
might be unconventional, but it ticks all the boxes for us.' 

The dramatic, dark design of the kitchen was steered 
by Megan and Nick's idea that is should blend into its 
environment. 'We used a mix of door styles to create 
a laid-back, eclectic look, but unified them by painting 
the cabinetry in the same colour as the walls,' says Megan. 
Leaving the mill's brick and stone walls exposed was a 
great move; the flint tones sing against the moody paint. 

Just as envisaged, the kitchen is now the place Megan 
and Nick can most often be found, only retreating to 
the snug when extra cosiness is required. Best of all, the 
whole house now works in harmony when their family 
come to visit. 'We love how well the old and new elements 
work together in both design and practicality, not least 
because every inch is put to good use,' says Megan. 
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A dedicated Aga cook, 
Megan wouldn't be 
without her beloved 
range cooker, but took 
the opportunity to 
upgrade to a new 
electric model with 
on-demand controls 


THE LAYOUT 


Bridging the original house and extension, the kitchen 
has an elongated layout that begins at the island and 
cooker elevation and ends with a reading corner at the 
back of the house. The majority of the food storage, 
both cold and ambient, is housed in a floor-to-ceiling 
unit opposite the sink. A small prep sink in the island 
reduces travel to the main sink. 


KITCHEN PROJECT 


ENCLOSED V? 

CUPBOARD |- 



OO 



AGA 


m 

© 

ISLAND 

fFfllnira 

or 


□ 


DINING TABLE 


COUNTRY HOMES & INTERIORS 115 



































































Made by Bora, the 
two-in-one extractor 
hob works in tandem 
- the extractor 
automatically adjusts 
speed to ensure steam 
is quickly eradicated 


BLENDING IN 



CLEVER DESIGN 
SOLUTIONS 


EXTRACTOR HOB 

Neatly combining extraction 
and induction cooking, the 
Parkins' hob was originally only 
purchased as a back-up for when 
the Aga is turned off. 'We're 
really happy with this appliance 
and actually use it all year round 
now. The speed and level of 
control of induction cooking is 
amazing and the extraction is 
very effective,' says Nick. The 
couple also love how the 
recirculating downdraft extractor, 
which has its motor tucked 
beneath the hob, leaves the 
ceiling above unobstructed. 'We 
didn't want an extraction unit 
hanging from the ceiling,' he says. 
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KITCHEN PROJECT 


2 BESPOKE HARDWARE 

As they wanted something special for the handles 
of their new kitchen, Woodstock Furniture introduced 
Megan and Nick to Ged Kennett. An artisan metalworker 
based in Somerset, Ged's designs are hand-forged and 
finished with variations in colour and texture that are all 
part of their appeal. They're solid brass with a blackened 
oil surface that is known as a "living finish". This means 
the handles will wear very slowly over time to reveal the 
base metal and add unique character,' says Nick. 

3 WOODEN WORKTOPS 

Megan and Nick had set their hearts on solid wood 
worktops for the sink elevation. 'We love the beam work 
in there and wanted wood worktops to complement 
them,' says Nick. Usually a sit-on sink is recommended 
for use with solid wood worktops to reduce direct 
contact between water and wood, but the couple were 
keen to go for a modern under-mounted installation. 
Woodstock Furniture recommended the well-sealed 
Iroko worktop for its naturally high oil content. 



Light reflects off the 
handles' hammered 
surface, providing 
movement and texture 



THE DETAILS 


CABINETRY 

Bespoke solid wood cabinetry 
hand-painted in Farrow & Ball's 
Down Pipe estate eggshell, from 
£40,000, Woodstock Furniture 

SURFACES 

Iroko worktops, from £500sq m; 

Super White Quartzite worktops, 
from £1,250sq m, Woodstock Furniture. 
HW961 Amendo Rustic 180mm 
engineered oak wood flooring, 
£98.34sq m, Havwoods. Walls in Down 
Pipe and ceilings in Clunch estate 
emulsion, £64 for 2.5ltr, Farrow & Ball 

APPLIANCES 

Three-oven eR7 100-3 range cooker 
in Black, £12,695, Aga. Bora Basic 
glass ceramic induction cooktop 
with recirculating extractor, from 
£2,256, Bora. B47VR32N0B N70 
built-in oven, £1,299; KI8513D30G 
integrated fridge, £939; GI7413E30G 
integrated freezer, £938; S513K60X0G 
integrated dishwasher, £549, Neff 

SINKS & TAPS 

Purist single-lever taps in Matte Black, 
£887 each, Kohler. Cisterna White 
ceramic large single bowl undermount 
sink, £538, Villeroy & Boch. Carisma 
400 round bowl kitchen sink, £142, 
Carron Phoenix 


Wooden worktops 
do require a little 
extra care and 
maintenance, but 
the warmth and 
beauty of natural 
timber is worth it 


ACCESSORIES 

Bistro bulb wall lights, £45 each, 

John Lewis & Partners. Shimla pendants 
from £99.95 each, Nkuku. FGD12 
handles from The Handmade Collection 
in brass, from £63, Ged Kennett 
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MARE AN ENTRANCE 

For a stately look, symmetry is key as 
demonstrated by these faux box ball trees. 
For a festive edge, underplant them with real 
ivy and dress with frosted pine-cone baubles 
and cheery wired ribbons. Their rounded 
shape is echoed by the wreaths, made by 
wiring pieces of fir around tapestry frames, 
with snowberries tied in as a final flourish. 


Breathe new life into your festive display 
by bringing greenery<from your garden 

into your decorations 
























WINTER 
BERRY WREATH 

Wreaths don't have to 
be perfectly symmetrical. 
Play around with different¬ 
shaped bases, or create 
unusual, asymmetrical 
designs by arranging foliage 
berries and flowers over 
just two-thirds of a circular 
base. When mixing dried 
flowers into your wreath 
displays, choose varieties 
that have good architectural 
form, such as cardoons 
and globe thistle. 



































A LA CARTE 

Have your secateurs at 
the ready to cut back any 
overgrown foliage, ready 
to be brought indoors for 
an instant festive moment. 
Holly is an obvious choice 
for Christmas, but for a 
trailing look, like on this 
chalk menu board, ivy will 
give you the best drape. 
When cutting back your 
plants, be sure you don't 
sacrifice the health of 
your plant for the sake 
of a short-lived Christmas 
display - take care not to 
clip off too much foliage. 


CANDLE SERVICE 

It couldn't be simpler 
to recreate this festive 
centrepiece. Add colour and 
texture to a pillar candle with 
a collar of eucalyptus leaves 
in varying sizes. Use fresh 
stems or dry them out for 
a more long-lasting display. 
Secure the ends in place 
with florist wire wrapped 
around the candle. Cover 
with ribbon and twine for a 
neat finish. Any surplus stems 
can be added to wreaths and 
vases. For a festive scent, try 
the Winter pillar candle, £20, 
The White Company. 


Bring a festive element to your 
houseplant displays with a 
terrarium bauble or two. Sprinkle 
the base with a layer of sand and 
compost, then arrange mini cacti 
and succulents on top. Gently 
push each plant down into place, 
leaving a little gap between each 
one. Next, use a small tool or 
spoon to carefully add a layer 
of compost around your plants. 
Add a splash of water to each 
plant and finish with a layer of 
fine gravel to help with drainage. 
Gently remove excess soil from 
leaves with a small paintbrush. 
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ALWAYS MAKE SURE LIT CANDLES ARE STANDING SECURELY AND NEVER LEAVE THEM UNATTENDED 



LET IT SNOW 

Despite their delicate 
features, snowdrops will 
brave even the coldest 
weather. If you have a glut 
of them, bring some indoors, 
too. Cut your stems at an 
angle; this presents a greater 
surface area for water to be 
absorbed. Keep in a jam 
jar or small bowl filled with 
tepid water and a teaspoon 
of sugar, refreshing the water 
every other day if you want 
to keep the display fresh. 
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Live Life Well 


HEALTH, HAPPINESS, FASHION, TRAVEL, PETS, PASTIMES 
AND OTHER THINGS TO MAKE LIFE LOVELY 



Listen... for the twit-twoo of the 
tawny owl at dusk - you're more 
likely to hear it at this time of year. 

Celebrate... with English 
Sparkling wine (hampshirefare.co.uk). 


■ ■ 

WHAT TO PICK, 
SEE & DO 

Pich... holly, mistletoe and ivy to 
decorate your home with foraged 
foliage that will go back to the earth 
after the festive season. 

See... Glow Wild at Wakehurst in 
Ardingly, Sussex, as the garden is 
spectacularly transformed with light 
and sound, 26 Nov to 30 Dec, £9 
child, £15 adult (kew.org/glowwild). 
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LIVE LIFE WELL 
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PLUSH PJS 

The longer nights are a 
great excuse to indulge 
in some sumptuous 
sleepwear. Made from 
sustainable bamboo 
satin (which uses a third 
less water to grow than 
cotton), this Milan 
sleepshirt looks 
fabulous teamed with 
the flat-front London 
PJ bottoms. Milan 
Sleepshirt, £245; 
London PJ bottoms, 
£185, both Asceno 




3 ways to... 
a greener 
Christmas 

RENT a real tree from loveachristmas 
tree.co.uk, or buy one with roots, so 
you can replant it in the garden. Even 
a cut tree has a lower carbon footprint 
than an artificial one, which should be 
used for a minimum of 10 years. 

WRAP gifts with recycled wrapping 
paper. Brits get through 227,000 
miles of wrapping paper each year, 
with most of it ending up in landfill. 
(Right) Recycled wrapping paper, 

£4 for 5m, rspb.org.uk 

GIFT a National Art Pass instead of 
buying a loved one more stuff, £73 
(or £45 for under 30s), artfund.org 



SECOND LIFE 

If you're planning a new kitchen, head 
to usedkitchenexchange.co.uk to sell 
your existing one, or buy pre-owned 
and ex-display cabinetry and 
appliances. Not only could you save 
over 50% on a new kitchen, or generate 
thousands towards it, you'll recycle 
precious resources, too, saving up 
to eight tonnes of carbon (the 
equivalent of making a family of 
four carbon neutral for a year). 


Drawing 
from nature 

Once lead-free Sprout Pencils have 
become too small to use, they can 
be planted into soil to grow, instead 
of thrown away. Made from cedar 
wood, graphite and clay, they contain 
a non-toxic capsule filled with non-GM 
seeds, which dissolves in soil. £10.95 
for a pack of five pencils. Sprout 



CLEAN AND 
SERENE 

Before the decs go up, 
spruce up your home with 
these environmentally- 
friendly cleaning products 
from The National Trust. 
Produced in small batches 
in Somerset and certified by 
The Soil Association, they 
are made from 79% organic 
ingredients including 
peppermint, spearmint and 
rosemary essential oils, have 
a fresh, zingy aroma and 
work well on sealed surfaces. 
Household cleaning range, 
from £5, The National Trust 
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FIVE STAR 
SLUMBER 

Give guests the luxury hotel 
experience with organic cotton 
percale bed linen from 
Naturalmat. Suppliers of organic 
mattresses for over 20 years to 
high-end hotels and resorts, the 
Devon-based bed manufacturer’s 
new 500-thread count bed linen 
feels soft, crisp and luxurious. 
Organic bed linen, from £22 for 
two pillowcases, Naturalmat 





i 
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) of the best... 

pillow mists 

Spritz and breathe deep for blissful sleep 


BEST 

BOTANICALS 

Let Mother 
Nature soothe 
you to sleep with 
this blend of 
botanicals. Sleep 
Dharma pillow 
mist, £22 for 
50ml, Mauli 
Rituals 



HEAVENLY 

HERBS 

The calming 
mix of lavender, 
chamomile and 
frankincense 
essential oils will 
help you slip 
into a peaceful 
slumber. Pillow 
mist spray, 
£18 for 100ml, 
Piglet in Bed 



FLOWER 

POWER 

Made with 
extracts of 
relaxing lavender, 
eucalyptus and 
rosemary. RHS 
Flower Blooms 
pillow mist, 

£7 for 100ml, 
Heathcote & Ivory 



PAMPERED 

POOCH 

Say goodbye to 
brushing stray hairs off 
the sofa and give your 
hound a perch to be 
proud of from luxury 
dog bedding company, 
Charley Chau. Designed 
to be as practical as they 
are beautiful, the pet 
beds are made from 
machine-washable 
fabrics, with removable 
covers and waterproof 
liners. Day bed, from 
£73, Charley Chau 



STA YCA TION SAFARI 

We may think of December as a time 
of hibernation and migration for most 
wildlife, but this book highlights the 
amazing things to see 
around the UK in all 
seasons. From a winter 
trip to Scotland, to 
where to see a starling 
murmuration, it has every 
county covered. 100 Great 
Wildlife Experiences , 

£15.99, rspb.org.uk 
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FEATURE JACKY PARKER 


LIVE LIFE WELL 



MY COUNTR YPASSION 


When she's not running her floristry business, Susan Bailey West loves foraging 
for hedgerow finds to decorate her own home with, particularly at Christmas 


As an only child growing up on a hill 
farm in Dumfries and Galloway in 
Scotland, I spent endless hours by 
myself creating dams in the burn, 
looking after my own animals and 
climbing miles over hills, helping my 
father with his cattle and sheep. A 
childhood in the wildness and raw 
beauty of Scotland has left me with 
an innate connection with nature. 

I suspect I absorbed my love for 
flowers by osmosis, playing on my 
own, creating an imaginary world 
from the primroses, foxgloves and 
berries that I found. I had a deep 
sense of the seasons. I was extremely 
dyslexic however, and out of school 
and in the wilds of the farm my 
imagination was caught by what 
I could create in the landscape. 

It was suggested I go to work and 
train as a florist with a family friend in 


Renfrewshire. They owned an estate 
with beautiful gardens where they 
created flowers for events. I learned 
the basics of gardening and floristry 
and, after two years, moved to 
London to further my training at 
Constance Spry School of Floristry, 
as a trainee at The Savoy Hotel. 

I then worked for a private company 
who had contracts with The 
Connaught Hotel, the Tate and large 
corporations, before setting up my 
own business, after I'd married and 
relocated to Henley-on-Thames. 

Floristry itself is a complete 
sensory overload. From crowding 
yourself deep into a hedgerow to 
find the best rosehip berries, to 
pulling down the richest old man's 
beard, it is completely immersive. 
There is nothing quite like the 
satisfaction of discovering full- 


leafed, trailing ivy or gathering bun 
moss from the rich musty leaf litter 
of an ancient beech wood. 

I find arranging flowers for myself 
incredibly therapeutic. If I don't have 
flowers in my house, it doesn't feel 
lived in. Flowers give a home its soul. 
This Christmas, the mantel will be 
filled with an abundance of hedgerow 
finds: larch, fir cones, spruce, 
mistletoe, berries - and tucked 
between will be hyacinth bulbs in 
bowls of moss and twigs. The dining 
table will be full of candles, bowls of 
oranges with cloves, pine, cinnamon 
sticks, jasmine and eucalyptus, giving 
a wonderfully festive scent. 

j^tsZcfrVer wUrr&'.. 

Susan has decorated Stonor House with 
flowers and foliage for Christmas; go to 
stonor.com to find out more. See Susan's 
floristry at flowersby.co.uk 
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You don’t have 
to be Dickens 


Or Tolstoy 


Or Proust 


You just have 


to be you 


You’re the perfect person to tell your grandchildren 


The amazing things they never knew about you 


First First 

loves triumphs 


Life 

Book 

The gift of a lifetime 


Even first It’s time to tell 

disasters your story 


LifeBook is the world’s leading memoir and autobiography service. Around the world more than 8000 people already enjoy 
owning the life story of someone they love. Each book is a unique piece of family treasure, custom-made and handcrafted, to be 
shared by generations to come. It’s time to tell your story. Find out how by calling us on 3484 or visit febookuk.com 



























FEATURE PATRICK HAMILTON COURTNEY 


LIVE LIFE WELL 



A FESTIVE WEEKEND 




THE SCOTTISH COUNTRY ESTATE IS PERFECT FOR A MEMORABLE CHRISTMAS 


here's always been a little 
magic in the air at Gleneagles. 
A sprawling estate on the 
edge of the Highlands, this iconic 
country hotel first opened its doors 
in 1924 as a railway resort, 
conceived by the Caledonian 
Railway company. In those 
glamorous days of the golden age 
of travel, guests arrived by train to 
the hotel's dedicated station and 
danced the night away to big band 
music in Art Deco splendour. Today, 



Gleneagles and its 850 acres of 
prime Scottish land offer guests 
a special country house stay - and 
during the festive season, things 
only become more enchanting. 
GLAD TIDINGS 

The month of December is hard 
work, and escaping all the Christmas 
card lists and turkey basting for a 
little pampering is a tempting 
proposition. Gleneagles has you 
covered with deeply indulgent 
packages that take you from 
Christmas Eve through to Boxing 
Day, bumper Hogmanay bundles 
that let you celebrate in true Scottish 
style, and overnight getaways to fill 
the Twixmas lull between the big 
day and New Year's Eve. 

COUNTRY PURSUITS 
We could sit by the fire scoffing 
mince pies and turkey sandwiches 
until January, but for those with a 
spring in their step the estate has 
tons of pastimes to explore. There 
are over 30 outdoor activities, from 


fly fishing and horse riding to 
falconry and clay pigeon shooting. 

A sumptuous spa boasts pools both 
in and outside, while the leisure club 
offers tennis courts and bike hire 
for a jolly around those 850 acres. 
And, of course, we can't forget to 
mention Gleneagles' three famous 
championship golf courses. 
HUNKER DOWN 
Current owner Ennismore has 
waved the proverbial magic wand 
over the whole estate, refining the 
decorand creating an elegant take 
on its Art Deco roots. Bedrooms 
brim with warmth and homeliness 
thanks to their comfortable 
furnishings, while grand public 
spaces have twinkle and early 
20th-century charm. Whether you 
come for one night or a week, 
Gleneagles promises to make for 
a very merry Christmas. 

Book double rooms from £400 
a night; seasonal packages, 
from £1,075, gleneagles.com 


(/{Jhd& ffM/'re' fker &... 


CASTLE CAMPBELL 
Once home to the 
illustrious Dukes of Argyll, 
Castle Campbell offers a 
chance to explore one of 
Scotland's best preserved 
tower houses and walk in 
the steps of figures such 
as Mary Queen of Scots. 


LIBRARY OF 

INNERPEFFRAY 
Discover Scotland's literary 
history at Innerpeffray, the 
country's first free lending 
library. It opened in this 
rural spot in 1680 and 
holds a collection of rare 
books and manuscripts. 


GLENTURRET 

DISTILLERY 

Operating since 1775, 
these fellows know how to 
make a good single malt. 
Short tours of the distillery 
show the process that goes 
into each bottle, with 
plenty of time for tasting. 


COUNTRY HOMES & INTERIORS 127 


























CLOCKWISE 
FROM TOP Baxters 
Favourites Scotch 
Broth; Lentil & Bacon, 
and Cream of Tomato 






FEATURE JESSICA CARTER PHOTOGRAPHS ALAMY 


PROMOTIONAL FEATURE 


in thefamily 


Passed down through generations, 
Baxters’ Favourites range of soups 
has stayed true to its roots 






B axters know how 
important our 
culinary rituals are. 
This is why the 
long-established family 
business remain true to 
their classic, most loved 
recipes created by family 
members over 100 years 
ago, as well as introducing 
innovative new varieties 
and ingredients. 

The festive season is the 
time when family traditions 
really come to the fore and 
we gather at the dinner 
table to share meals. 

These meals are often 
familiar ones - think 
steaming bowls of soup 
packed with flavour that 
we cup our hands around 
and dunk crusty, butter- 
slathered bread into - not 
least because, among 
the chaos of the festive 
season, we crave 
low-maintenance food, 


ilf 


dishes that elicit comfort. 

It's good to know, then, 
that Baxters' Favourites 
Range - think Scotch Broth, 
Cream of Tomato, and 
Lentil & Bacon - are still as 
comforting as ever. And 
that's thanks to Baxters' 
focus on sourcing the 
best, freshest ingredients 
from local Scottish suppliers. 
That's the secret to creating 
the flavours that elicit 
those contented sighs. 



SEEDED WHOLEMEAL BREAD 

Complete the Baxters experience with this crusty bread recipe 
created by Baxters Innovation Chef Darren Sivewright... 


350g strong 
bread flour 
150g wholemeal 
flour 


16g salt 
20g fresh yeast 
(or 1 sachet of 
dried yeast) 


10g caster sugar 
350ml warm water 
200g mixed seeds 
10ml milk 


1 Sieve the flours and salt into the bowl of a food mixer and 
add the yeast and sugar. With the dough hook attachment, 
mix the ingredients on a slow speed, gradually adding the 
water to achieve a soft, but not sticky, dough. 

2 When the dough has almost come together, sprinkle in 140g 
of the mixed seeds. Leave to knead in the machine on a slow 
speed for 10 mins, then turn it out onto a floured surface and work 
it for a further 5 mins. The dough is ready when you feel it tighten. 

3 Put the dough back in the bowl and cover with a clean 
damp tea towel. Leave to prove in a warm place for 45-60 mins, 
until the dough has doubled in size. 

4 Preheat the oven to 180C/Gas 4. 

5 Tip the dough back onto the table and work to form a 
smooth ball. Place into a 21b loaf tin, trying to get a nice 
smooth surface as this will help you get an even rise. Again, 
place in a warm place to prove. When the dough is just over 
the top of the tin, brush with the milk and sprinkle over the 
remaining seeds, then place in the oven. 

6 After 20 mins, remove the bread from the tin and bake for a 
further 15-20 mins. The loaf is ready when it's a nice golden- 
brown colour and sounds hollow when tapped on the bottom. 
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HOME TECH 


Buy the best... 

COFFEE MACHINE TO 
BE YOUR OWN BARISTA 

WHETHER YOU LOVE A SIMPLE DOUBLE ESPRESSO OR AN OAT MILK 
CARAMEL LATTE, WE'VE FOUND THE FINEST COFFEE MAKERS FOR YOU 



■ BEAN-TO-CUP A bean-to-cup coffee machine 
represents the pinnacle of home brewing, promising to 
make the freshest possible cup from your favourite beans 
with little or no effort. The best designs feature ceramic 
burr grinders that can adjust the coarseness of the beans. 

■ SMART FEATURES Everything seems to have 

a smartphone app these days, and coffee machines 
are no different, and while we don't see the need for 
remote brewing, the latest apps from brands such as 
Jura and De'Longhi let you customise your coffee recipes, 
order cleaning products and even book an engineer 
if something goes wrong. 

■ EASY CLEANING Coffee grounds make a horrible 
mess, but the latest machines now come with automatic 
cleaning modes to reduce the time it takes. These include 
automatic rinsing after you turn the power on, alerts when 
ground coffee bins need emptying and monthly deep 
cleaning cycles using specialist anti-limescale tablets. 


BEST FOR... 

SMART FEATURES 

PrimaDonna Soul, £1,199, De'Longhi 

It will take up plenty of space on your 
worktop, but this hugely impressive 19bar 
bean-to-cup coffee machine can make 
19 different drinks based on the type 
of coffee beans you like - light, medium 
or dark roast, for instance. Need further 
convincing? The advanced milk system 
is self-cleaning and also works with 
non-dairy alternatives. 



BEST FOR... 

MILKY DRINKS 

Veloce bean to cup espresso 
machine, £400, Cuisinart 

This bean-to-cup model is superb value 
with its high-quality burr grinderthat won't 
scorch beans, and an intuitive touch screen 
display that makes it really easy to fine- 
tune your chosen drink and even alter its 
strength and temperature. You're in for 
a treat if you love lattes, too, as the milk 
steamer has space for an ice pack. 



BEST FOR... 

NESPRESSO FANS 

Atelier, £349, Nespresso 

With 16 standard flavours and countless 
speciality recipes available, Nespresso 
remains a popular pod coffee brand, and 
this new slimline machine allows you to 
go beyond espresso and lungo recipes 
and experiment with latte macchiatos, 
cappuccinos and iced coffees. Fill your cup 
with milk, choose the drink and press the 
button. Please remember to recycle the pods. 



BEST FOR... 

RETRO STYLE 

DCF02 Drip filter coffee machine, 
£179, Smeg 

Aside from being the prettiest model 
on the market, this classic drip filter coffee 
machine is made from painted steel, 
so should last years of daily use. It has 
a generous 10-cup capacity, subtle LED 
display clock, and the option to adjust 
the strength of the brew. Plus, you can set 
it so you wake up to freshly brewed coffee. 
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BY POST 


Something 

different 

A Daylesford hamper is the ultimate treat 
during the festive period. Not only does 
it make the perfect indulgent gift for 
foodies and wine lovers, it also contains 
everything you need for a greedy 
Christmas evening - cheese and wine! 
Cotswolds cheese and wine hamper, £85. 

If 


A royally 
sweetfinale 

Dukeshill has moved out of the 
cowshed it started out in in 1985, 
but it is still a proudly family-run 
business. It's also both holder of 
a royal warrant and the 2020 Farm 
Shop & Deli Awards Online Retailer 
of the Year award. The Chocolate 
Mendiants - bitesize puddles 
of Valrhona chocolate (right) - are 
the perfect finish to the main event. 




THE WHOLE SHEBANG 

Norfolk Bronze turkeys are the pinnacle of 
Christmas birds, and Morton's rear its with 
the care and attention that these prized birds 
deserve. Morton's has also bundled everything 
you need for a stress-free Christmas dinner into 
a festive parcel: turkey, smoked salmon, pigs in 
blankets, free-range pork and chestnut stuffing, 
Christmas pudding and more. You can register 
for your parcel now at mortonsfarm.co.uk/ 
Christmas (turkeys start at £60). 




THE ULTIMATE BARE 

Christmas wouldn’t be complete without a gingerbread 
house. If you don’t have time to bake your own, Maid 
of Gingerbread will conjure up a bespoke creation. 
Whether you want a traditional little house, a 6ft 
version, or even a pihata, your needs will be satisfied. 
Prices start at £100 for houses and small gifts. 

Contact emily@maidofgingerbread.com for requests. 
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CELEBRATE WITH THE ONES YOU LOVE, WITH THIS 
DELICIOUS FESTIVE MENU THAT MAKES THE MOST 
OF OUR COUNTRYSIDE'S NATURAL LARDER 






























GOOD FOOD, GOOD TIMES 
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VERMOUTH SODA ' 

WITH ORANGE 

Sipping an elegant aperitif feels celebratory, and this 
one harnesses sophisticated flavours and a hint of 
Christmas (it's the orange zest that does it). 

SERVES 6 
Ice 

Green olives 

360ml red vermouth or rose 
360ml soda or sparkling 
water 

1 Take six glasses and drop 3 ice cubes and 2 
olives into each. Pour in 60ml vermouth or rose, 
then top with 60ml soda or sparkling water. 

Hold a strip of zest over a glass and twist to 
release its oils. Drop into the glass or, for a more 
festive garnish, add a slice of dried orange. 

2 To home-dry orange slices, preheat the oven to 
120C/Gas V 2 . Very thinly slice some oranges (we 
used sun-blushed) and lay the slices flat on an 
oven tray lined with non-stick parchment paper. 
Lightly sprinkle some sugar over the slices 

and dry in the oven for 1 Vi-2 hrs, until dry. 

Once cooled, store in an airtight container. 



Zest of 1 large orange, 
pared 

Dried orange slices 
(optional) 

Sugar 





GOOD FOOD, GOOD TIMES 



QUAIL EGGS 

WITH FLAVOURED SALT 

Upgrade sea salt with herbs and spices to create 
a crunchy dip for delicate quail eggs. 


1 Toast the caraway seeds in a frying pan over a 
low heat for 1 min or so. Remove from the heat 
and once cooled, tip into a grinder or small bowl 
of a food processor. Add the thyme and salt, 
and pulse until combined and roughly ground. 

2 Lower the eggs into a pan of gently simmering 
water and cook for 2 mins. Cool in cold running 
water to stop them overcooking. 

3 Serve with bowls of flavoured salt, sumac and 
caper berries, if using, so guests can help themselves 


Itsp caraway seeds 
Itbsp fresh thyme leaves 
25g Maldon sea salt 
18 quail eggs 


Sumac, to serve 
Caper berries, to serve 
(optional) 
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1 Grind the salt, thyme and zest in a pestle and 
mortar. Add freshly ground black pepper and rub 
all over the inside and outside of the birds. Place 
uncovered in the fridge for at least 1 hr or up to 24 hrs. 

2 Cook the spelt in salted water, according to 
the packet instructions. Drain and refresh 
under cold running water. Set aside. 

3 Preheat the oven to 180C/Gas 4 and bring the 
poussins to room temperature. Sit them in a 
roasting dish, drizzle with the olive oil and roast 
for 35 mins. Scatter the radicchio, shallots, sour 
cherries and spelt around the birds, turning to 
coat in the pan juices. Drizzle the vinegar over the 
birds, then dot a knob of butter over each one. 
Roast for another 15 mins. Turn the radicchio over 
and roast for another 5-10 mins, until the poussins 
are golden. Serve in the roasting dish to keep warm 


ROASTED POUSSINS 

Individual poussin have a delicacy - in appearance 
and flavour - that you don't get with the traditional 
turkey. Roasted with radicchio and a scattering of sour 
cherries, they're a perfect, piquant centrepiece. 


SERVES 6 


Itbsp Maldon salt 
Itbsp fresh thyme leaves 
Zest 1 small orange, grated 
3 poussins 
125g pearled spelt 
Itbsp olive oil 
1 radicchio, cut 
into wedges 


6 banana shallots, 
unpeeled and halved 
75g sour cherries 
3tbsp white balsamic 
vinegar 
20g butter 








GOOD FOOD, GOOD TIMES 



NERO GRATIN 

A rich counterpoint to the poussin. Leave out the 
anchovies if you'd prefer a vegetarian version 
to serve as a main course. 

SERVES 6 

15g unsalted butter 450g full-fat creme 

3tbsp olive oil fraiche 

4 anchovy fillets Itbsp Dijon mustard 

2 garlic cloves, crushed A good grating of nutmeg 
750g cavolo nero, stems 75g fresh white 

removed and discarded, breadcrumbs 

leaves torn into large pieces Vitsp crushed chillies 


1 Melt the butter in a pan with Itbsp olive oil and 
anchovies, over a medium heat. Cook for 2 mins, 
until the anchovies have softened. Mash them 
with the back of a fork, stir in the garlic, then the 
cavolo nero. Add 5tbsp water and season with 
salt and freshly ground black pepper. Cook 
covered, over a medium-low heat, for 15 mins. 

Stir through the creme fraTche, mustard and 

a grating of nutmeg. Simmer for 3-4 mins. 

2 Stir 2tbsp olive oil and the chillies into the 
breadcrumbs. Transfer the cavolo nero mixture to 
a gratin dish. Scatter with the breadcrumbs and 
bake for 10-15 mins, until golden and bubbling. 
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MINI DOUGHNUTS 
WITH ORANGE CURD 

Warm, sugary balls of deliciousness, flecked 
with cardamom and dipped into orange curd 
cream for a suitably indulgent finale. 

MAKES 18-20 


FOR THE DOUGHNUTS 

150ml whole milk 
Itbsp fast-action yeast 
1 V 2 tbsp caster sugar 
300g strong white 
bread flour 

1 large egg, lightly beaten 
Large pinch of salt 
60g unsalted butter, 
softened 

Vegetable oil, for frying 
FOR THE CURD 
Finely grated zest and 
juice of 2 blood or 
sun-blushed oranges 
Finely grated juice and 
zest of 1 lemon 


230g caster sugar 
115g unsalted butter, 
plus 15g stirred through 
at the end 

3 large free-range eggs, 
beaten 

300ml double cream, 
whipped until it holds 
its shape, to fold 
into the curd 

FOR THE ORANGE AND 
CARDAMOM SUGAR 

5 cardamom pods, 
seeds removed 
2 strips of pared 
orange zest 
150g caster sugar 


1 For the doughnuts, heat the milk until warm. 
Pour it into the bowl of a mixer and stir in the yeast 
and sugar. Set aside for 15 mins. Add the remaining 
ingredients, except for the oil, and knead into 

a smooth dough for 2-3 mins. Put the dough 
in a clean bowl and cover with cling film. Leave in 
a warm place to rise for 1 hr, or until doubled in size. 

2 For the curd, place all the ingredients, except 
the eggs, into a bowl over a pan of simmering 
water and whisk until the butter has just melted. 
Add the eggs and whisk constantly until thick and 
glossy. This can take up to 15 mins. Cover the 
surface with parchment paper and allow to cool. 

3 For the sugar, place the cardamom seeds in a food 
processor with the zest and half the sugar. Pulse 
until ground, then stirthrough the remaining sugar. 

4 To fry, shape the dough into balls, about 25g. Put 
on a baking sheet lined with parchment paper, then 
loosely cover with cling film. Leave to prove for 1 hr. 

5 Deep-fry in oil heated to 170C for 1 min on each 
side, until golden. Remove with a slotted spoon. 

6 Toss the doughnuts in the sugar and pile on a 
platter. Fold some curd into the whipped cream to 
taste and serve with the doughnuts. Enjoy warm. 
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COOKS’ NOTES 






Chocolate 

countdown 

Treat yourself every day this December with an 
Advent calendar (£24.50), from chocolatier 
Chococo, founded in Dorset 18 years ago. 
Discover 25 handcrafted chocolates, including 
the Three-star Gold Great Taste Award-winning 
blackcurrant, crunchy honeycomb made with 
Dorset field honey and, for Christmas Day 
itself, spiced praline, orange and popping 
candy - Christmas pudding, Chococo style. Also 
available as a vegan selection, chococo.co.uk. 



PRESERVATION SOCIEOR 

Elevate your festive buffet or treat a foodie 
friend with one of the new selection boxes from 
Yorkshire-based Rosebud Preserves. As well as 
its award-winning jams and marmalades, we're 
tempted by the Fruits for Cheese set (£13.95), 
featuring Smoked Apple Butter, Damson Fruit 
Cheese and Pear and Brandy Conserve. Also look 
out for Rosebud's Seville Orange Marmalade 
Distilled Gin Liqueur (£29.95). It's truly special, 
rosebudpreserves.co.uk 



SCANDI-LOUSLY TASTY 

A doyenne of Nordic cookery, Trine 
Hahnemann is back with Scandinavian Green 
(£26, Quadrille, with photography by Columbus Leth). 
This selection of more than 100 inspiring vegetarian 
recipes includes such delights as red cabbage, baked 
pumpkin and feta, resulting in a carefully curated 
seasonal selection that makes it easy for you to cook 
and eat in a greener way - with a healthy Scandi twist. 



Tea & toast(ing) 

If you feel like celebrating but it's not quite 
the right time for a glass of fizz, then why 
not open a bottle of Saicho sparkling tea? 
Designed to be drunk chilled from a coupe 
or flute, this non-alcoholic champagne 
alternative is made from cold tea brewed 
for 24 hours to achieve a balance of 
sweetness and acidity. Choose from 
Jasmine, great with creamy dishes; 
Darjeeling, ideal with grilled meats; and 
Hojicha, perfect with salads and cured 
meats. £8.99 for 500ml, saichodrinks.com 
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Advertisement 


ABOUT the HOUSE 

Products and services designed to enhance your living space 



THINK FISCHER THINK ELECTRIC. 

Here at Fischer Future Heat, we want to make your life as easy and as 
warm as possible. Our dynamic German clay core radiators are designed 
to be aesthetically pleasing, as well as efficient and controllable for 
complete comfort and peace of mind. They contain a purpose built 
convection chamber, a patented 40mm chamotte clay core and come 
with a fully programmable wireless thermostat as standard. 

Learn more about Fischer Future Heat and request your FREE catalogue by 
calling 0800 074 6959 or by visiting the website at: www.fischerfutureheat.com 



WHAT A DIFFERENCE A DAY MAKES - 


Transform your conservatory in less than one day. No mess - No upheaval. 

Our lightweight, heavily insulated panels simply slot into your existing 
conservatory framework, providing a solid roof for your conservatory. This 
ensures your conservatory is warmer & quieter in winter and cooler in summer. 
Manufactured in the UK. this is a fast and convenient way to turn your 
conservatory into a beautiful new room. All panels are guaranteed for 10 years. 

Call 0800 65 25157 to request a FREE quote. Quote ATH1120 to receive 10% off 
this month! www.greenspaceconservatories.co.uk 



RISE ABOVE THE CROWD WITH 
ASTILTZ HOMELIFT 

Transform your home with an elegant Stiltz Homelift, perfect for traditional 
and contemporary homes. The subtly-curved, clear-sided car of the Stiltz 
Duo+ Homelift is unlike any other domestic lift. It has a small footprint and 
travels through the floor on discreet vertical rails. What makes it extra¬ 
desirable is it’s freestanding and therefore highly flexible when it comes 
to placement options. 

Fora free information pack, call 0808 250 9145 orvisitwww.stiltz.co.uk 


STUNNING GARDEN OFFICES 

Working from home has never been easier. By investing in your very own 
garden office, you will save on time, money and stress whilst creating a 
better work life balance. 

Crafted, manufactured and professionally installed in the UK, SMART offers 
a wide choice of styles, sizes and optional extras. Prices start from 
as little as £7,944. 

Contact us for a copy of our catalogue or a FREE no obligation consultation. 
Telephone: 0800 242 5559 Website: smartgardenoffices.co.uk 



BRANCHE D’OLIVE 96% NATURALLY CLASSIC LUXURY WITH A 

DERIVED* 97% RECYCLED PLASTIC SCANDINAVIAN LOOK - £150 OFF! 


Our newly reformulated signature bath/body Olive range (centre bottles 
in image) ‘averages 96% naturally derived ingredients. Dermatologically 
tested as suitable for sensitive skin, it excludes parabens, animal products, 
mineral oils, silicones, synthetic colours and phthalates. This range uses 
97% recycled and 100% recyclable plastic. 

To purchase with 10% Christmas discount call 01235 771254 (quoting 
athll/20) or visit www.branche-dolive.com using athll/20 at check-out. 


The Guarda sofa range in 2 and 3 seaters are the perfect blend between 
comfort and design. Handmade on a solid frame and upholstered using 
spun polyester, the fabric has an on-trend herringbone design in a chic, 
grey or mint shade. See website for sizes. 

Available on “Fast delivery”, within just 2-3 days. 3 Seater was £499, 

2 seater £399 now £150 off each when you quote M7NOV20. 

Delivery excluded. Visit outandout.com or call 02037 728 752 by 02.12.20. 


See all our listings at about-the-house.co.uk. To advertise please contact Michael on 020 7843 6958 or email michaelguest@about-the-house.co.uk 





















For all our product listings, visit about-the-house.co.uk 




COCKTAIL 
GARDEN KIT 


Grow your own Cocktail Garden, 
perfect for those who enjoy a 
tipple. 

A specially selected range of 
seeds to grow plants with an 
interesting variety of aromas to 
flavour and garnish your drinks. 

An award-winning mixologist 
has been commissioned and 
has created an exciting selection 
of original drink recipes which 
combine their taste and 
flavours to perfection. Inside the 
box you will find everything you 
need to start growing your 
Cocktail Garden. £14.99 whilst 
stocks last. 

To order, please visit 
www.pla nt-theatre.co.u k. 



ESSENTIAL GARDEN TOOL BAG 

A durable waterproof canvas tote bag which is flexible and has lots of 
outside pockets to keep tools separate and tidy. It includes all items 
pictured including hand trowel, hand fork, bulb trowel, weed popper and 
3 pronged cultivator - each tool has a wooden handle. There is also a small 
misting spray bottle, a reel of garden tie, secateurs and a pair of one size 
nonslip gardening gloves - all in a gift box for only £24.99 whilst stocks last. 

Please visit www.plant-theatre.co.uk. Includes free UK mainland delivery. 



CERAMIC ARTWORKS PRINTED ON 
RECLAIMED WOOD PANELS 

Inspired by colourful local and Mediterranean markets, these unique wood 
panel prints will add colour and a focal point to any room. Diana Tonnison’s 
ceramic artwork images are expertly printed on handmade wood panels 
then hand embellished, signed edition of 30. Available to order in 4 sizes A/ 
P32x40cms; S42x52cm; M56x70cm; L70x88cm.. 

View all 24 images at www.dianatonnison.co.uk/galleries 
Contact Diana on 07887561042 or email diana@tonnison.co.uk 



* 


GARDENER’S BOX OF TRICKS 

Every budding gardener will love this assortment of gardening 
essentials, full of the things you find difficult to lay your hands on just 
when you need them. All presented in a nine compartment wooden 
box with clear lid to keep all the bits and bobs in place. 

Ideal gift for the serious gardener or for those who enjoy pottering. 
Colour printed Gift Boxed. £26.99 whilst stocks last. 

Please visit www.plant-theatre.co.uk. Includes free UK mainland delivery. 



BIRD NEST BOX & FEEDER 


Birds can now nest and feed with convenience and style! Spoil your 
birds with this attractive Bird Nesting Box painted in lichen with natural 
wood ridged roof and copper trim with matching Apple Feeder. 
Packaged in a gift box this is a great gift or treat yourself, with the 
natural lichen colour wash it looks good in all surroundings. Only £21.99 
whilst stocks last. Dimensions: Nesting Box: W15cm x D15cm x H20cm 
Apple Feeder: W18cm x D8cm x H20cm 

Please visit www.plant-theatre.co.uk. Includes free UK mainland delivery. 
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BESPOKE BLINDS FOR STYLISH LIVING 


Control the temperature and ambience of your home with these 
stunning bespoke blinds. Provide valuable shade and insulation, 
and help reduce glare to create a relaxing environment. Perfect for 
conservatories, orangeries, gables, roof lanterns and bi-folding 
doors, with remote control options and smart device integration. 

Contact Conservatory Blinds Limited for your free brochure or quotation, 
and save up to 25% off the most popular blinds. 

Call 0800 071 8888 orvisitwww.conservatoryblinds.co.uk/offers 


About the House and the companies shown in this advertisement feature are wholly independent of Country Homes & Interiors Magazine. Care has been taken to establish that the advertisers 
are legitimate. It is recommended that you carry out your own checks before making a purchase. When making a purchase we recommend payment by credit card. 


















MARKET PLACE 



deVOL Kitchens 

Lekevwr'ibire - London New York 


BEDDING 


theheadboardworkshop.co.uk 

or call us on 01291 628216 


WWW 


Headboards & Beds I Ottomans & Stools I Sofa Beds & Chairs 



KITCHENS 



FLOORING 



FLOORS of STONE 


01509 234000- www.floorsofstone.com 
enquiries@floorsofstone.com 


FASHION 


Stylish Wide Fitting Shoes 


We offer you the complete 
0easy0 range of quality 
wide fitting footwear 

available for men and 
women in EE, 4E, 6E 
and 8E width fittings. 

for your FREE 128 page catalogue 

caii01933311 077orvisit 

www.widerfitshoes.co.uk 

*Excluding Postage & Packing. Not valid with any other promotion 


FREE RETURN SERVICE for all UK orders 



HOME ACCESSORIES 



To advertise here or on our online directory, please call 020 3148 2261, or email homeinterestclassifl.ed@timeinc.com 
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BEDDING 
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:W\ Wrought Iron and Brass Bed Co. 


Hand made in Norfolk. Guaranteed to last a lifetime. 

A family company. Where all our beds are lovingly hand crafted, on the 
Royal Sandringham Estate and come guaranteed to last a lifetime. 

01485 542516 

view our full range at 

www.wroughtironandbrassbed.co.uk 


CHRISTMAS GIFTS 




To advertise here or on our online directory, please call 020 3148 2261, or email homeinterestclassifled@timeinc.com 
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BRAIN TUMOURS 
MOVE FAST. 

WITH HOW Help, 

WE CAN Tool 


We're working to create a future where brain tumours are curable. 
We urgently need your help to accelerate research. 

Text DEFEAT5 to donate £5, please help us to find a cure. 

thebraintumourcharity.org 


© The Brain Tumour Charity 2020. Registered Charity in England and Wales 
(1150054) and Scotland (SC045081) " 


Registered with 

ED] FUNDRAISING 

f "V REGULATOR 


To advertise here or on our online directory, please call 020 3148 2261, or email homeinterestclassifl.ed@timeinc.com 
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HIGH FASHION 


FOR RUNWAY GALLERY ARTIST GG STOKES, COLLECTING ART 
SHOULD BE FUN - IT'S ALL ABOUT HOWTHE ART MAKES YOU FEEL 


GG Stokes grew up 
in the countryside, in 
the Cotswolds, and 
moved to London to 
study fashion styling 
and photography at 
The London College 
of Fashion, graduating 
with both a BA and a 
Masters. She pursued 
a successful career in 
styling, photography 
and creative direction, 
working on fashion 
shoots for glossy 
magazines before 
becoming an artist. 
This elegant imagery 
and her connection 
with it continues 
to inspire her and 
is the subject of her 
oil paintings. 




I've been creative for as 
long as I can remember. 

I studied fine art at school 
and was taught how to paint, but 
I've always been obsessed with 
images of all kinds, particularly 
photography. When I found fashion 
and how special it was to create 
fashion images, it was the perfect 
vehicle for me at the time, so 


I stepped away from painting 
and into photography. My love of 
fashion photography was always 
with the concept and creation. 

I'm so happy to be back to painting 
again, it feels much more 'hands on'. 

I'm obsessed with the 
visual documentation 
of the past, whether 
that's images of David 
Bowie with Elizabeth 
Taylor in the 1970s 
or war photography 
by Lee Miller. 


I do the underpainting, 
often in black, then start 
on the figurative work. 

There are layers and 
levels to the paintings as 
there is typography that 
I'll hand paint on top and 
then wash over to give it 
a feel of fitting in. There 
may even be another 
level over that, where 
I put plastic in the image 
or a light bounce or 
shine off the pages. 


I work with oils, I just love the 
way they work on canvas, there 
is a sculptural element that 
I cannot get with acrylics. 


I'm in awe of many female artists 
past and present, from Frida 
Kahlo to Jenny Saville and more 
recently, Nina Mae Fowler. There 
is something to be said for how 
women interpret their worlds. 


Selling my first painting within 
24 hours of joining Runway 
Gallery was a career highlight. 


I would ordinarily say that my 
paintings look best on either 
a light, neutral wall or a very dark 
one, but I saw a client had hung 
their painting on a wall with the 
most beautiful botanical wallpaper 
recently, and it looked brilliant. 


The images I seek 
to paint are about 
a feeling I need to 
assimilate. I then 
spend a day shooting 
options and lighting 
them, before I edit 
and manipulate the 
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image. I cover the canvas 
with gesso; it's a slightly 
rougher finish than 
others would choose. 

I spent many wonderful 
years as a signwriter, on 
the side, often in St Ives, 
Cornwall, painting onto 
rough walls and pieces 
of wood, so I like the 
texture and prefer it 
to a smooth canvas. 
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MY FAVOURITE VIEW 



The wild vast view of 
the Black Mountains 
is especially enthralling 
in winter 




MY FAVOURITE VIEW... 

Hay Bluff, the Black 
Mountains, Hay-on-Wye 


The staggering views to and from Hay Bluff straddling England and Wales 
are something that Monty Don simply couldn't live without 


I love mountains of any kind, but 
the stark, linear image of the hills 
of the Black Mountains in winter is 
especially beautiful to me. 

At the western end of the 
mountains is Hay Bluff, a cliff that 
rises almost sheer and which you 
can see from miles away - I can 
actually see it from the attic room of 
my house in Herefordshire and this 
view from afar has been a part of my 
daily life on and off for 32 years. 
From Hay Bluff itself and, in 
particular, Gospel Pass, the highest 
road point in Wales, you have the 
most staggering, extraordinary view 
out west towards Wales. This part 
of the country is very wild and 
unoccupied, with the steep wooded 
valleys on the plain and River Wye 
glistening down below, and the 
hills of Wales rising up in front of 


you. It's one of the great views, I 
think, of the British Isles. 

What I find so inspiring about this 
area is the sense of wild space it 
brings. One of the things that's so 
striking about America is this sense 
of space and enormity, which is not 
something we really have here. 
There's lots of domestic landscape, 
which I love, but you go from 
Herefordshire which, by and large, is 
an agricultural, bucolic landscape 
and you suddenly rise up and you're 
in the middle of mountains and great 
vast, untamed country, and that's very 
exciting. Gardens are man-made and 
domestic. You can try and capture 
wilderness, but you cannot capture 
that sense of scale, that landscape, 
in a garden and nor would I want to. 

The British countryside is 
everything. Firstly, it is our history, it is 


as monumental to human life as any 
great building. Our history is laid out 
in the countryside and should be 
preserved in exactly the same way 
as we would treasure and preserve 
a cathedral. Secondly, it's a working 
landscape; it's largely agricultural, 
and has been for a great deal of 
history, so it's part of the daily life of 
thousands of people who earn their 
living off the landscape. And finally, 
it's just beautiful and beauty should 
always be looked after. The British 
countryside is uniquely beautiful, 
there's nowhere else like it in the 
world, we may take it for granted 
because it's ours, but it's precious 
and if it goes it won't come back. 

American Gardens by Monty Don 
and Derry Moore (£35, Prestel 
Publishing) is available now. 
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The best seat 
in the house. 

Shop our full range of over 1,000 designs 
online at swooneditions.com 


The Munich Range from £849 
Available in 30+ fabrics and colours 

























